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ANALYSIS OF THE CUBAN SITUATION 

With the overthrow of dictator FULGENCIO BATI3TA on 
January 1, 1959, there cane to power in Cuba Dr. FIDEL CASTRO 
RUZ, leader of the July 26 Movement, which movement had fought 
the Batista forces for over two years. CASTRO was the hope 
of the Cuban people. Over 90 per cent of the citizens, who 
were disgusted with the graft, killing, and repression of the 
dictator BATISTA and his henchmen, were firmly behind this 
youthful leader. The masses are still in his control. He 
has promised them a bright, new, shiny world: free ownership 
of their own land, higher wages, lower rents, better schools, 
better medical facilities, cheaper prices, no racial discrimina- 
tion, and an honest government. 

CASTRO has attempted to fulfill some of these promies . 
He has given the people an honest government. He has parcelled 
some Confiscated lands and government properties and distributed 
them to a small segment of the peasant population. For the city 
dweller he has drastically reduced rents. 



However, his government is inexperienced, and, although 
well meaning, some of the high ranking officials do not possess 
capabilities to properly perform their duties. The majority of 
government offices are in a complete state of confusion. There 
is a hesitancy on the part of officials to make decisions for 
fear that such decision may be countermanded by CASTRO. Many 
major programs have been promulgated by CASTRO during his ex- 
temporaneous speeches. Sources state that such decisions are 
made by CASTRO without sufficient consideration of the problems 
involved. While rabble-rousing speeches appeal to the "masses", 
they oftentimes are not the best solution to Cuba's problems. 

There can be little doubt that the economic plight of 
Cuba Tinder the Castro Government is extremely serious. The govern- 
ment's seizure of private property, intervention of hundreds of 
businesses, stringent rental law, and laGk of public works, as 
well as CASTRO's demagogic speeches attacking the wealthy investor, 
are probably the primary causes of the preseat economic situation.. 
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free bankruptcy. 


A large segment of the Cuban population has been 
frightened by the strong resurgence of Communism in Cupa since 
January 1, 1959. These people believe that this increase in 
Communism is directly due to the tacit support that Communists 
have received from the Government, especially typified in speeches 
of FI3EL CASTRO. 


People are also frightened at the vengeful attitude 
which CASTRO and his supporters have exhibited toward former 
"collaborators’ 1 of tbe Batista regime. Not only has the property 
of some been completely confiscated but executions have now 
reached officially the number of over 500 and unofficially are 
reported to be in the thousands. 

CASTRO in his attacks on racial discrimination has 
brought to light what was a dormant issue. Many Cubans have 
taken strong exception to CASTRO’s attempt in this respfet to 
arouse elass hatred. Many of those who were CASTRO* s followers 
have reacted most violently to his remarks since they feel that 
the Negroes as a group were among the most ardent supporters of 
Batista. 


No organized opposition exists versus CASTRO at the 
present time. The houses of leaders of the Authentic Party, pre- 
viously the strongest political party in Cuba, are being searched 
regularly by Revolutionary authorities. Many leaders of this 
group have indicated they would leave Cuba. 


There is growing sentiment versus CASTRO and bis policies 
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BCOBQMIC ASP seem CONDITIONS IN CUBA 

- ^ ^ f w ' ' 

A. SCQSOMIC COMBITION3 


SECRET! 


1. Unemployment Problem ... ■< 1 

FIDEL CASTRO, himself, has publicly admitted that there ] 
are seven hundred thousand unemployed in Cuba. RHP has advised U2J.nTt\ 
that estimates made by other individuals range between this figure ® \ v Us 
and one million. Source said this represented 35-40 per cent of 
the potential labor market. 

The principal fields in which unemployment exists are: 

a. Construction 

Because of the recent law drastically reducing 
rentals (from 30 to 50 per cent) and because of a lack of con- 
fidence on the part of both Cuban and foreign investors in the 
new government, private construction, which was moving ahead 
at a rapid rate under the Batista regime, has ground practically 
to a halt. Throughout Cuba partially completed buildings may 
be seen with little or no work being done on them. As a result, - 
thousands of construction workers, who had been among the best 
paid laborers in the economy, are idle. Lack of construction, 
of course, has had its resultant effects on all related in- 
dustries. ALL IN70roUTTQV COSXAIHKD 

. _ , _ . _ . inrasnr is useless Tyijrs escspt 

b. Public Works vaiss SHOWS OIHBSWISS, 

The Bevolutionary Government has yet to commence 
any public works projects of sufficient size to have an effect 
on the unemployment situation. In connection with the Agrarian 
Reform Program, under which some Government lands, as well as 
lands previously owned by Batista followers, have been divided 
and given to the peasants, CASTRO has also announced his inception 
of draining the Cienaga de Zapata, a large area of salty marsh 
lands in the south central part of Cuba. On March 16, 1959, CASTRO 
uyrounced that this project would give employment to 50,000 men. 

HJHhas advised that it is dubious whether the results to be ob- 
Tained by draining these marshlands warrant the expense involved. vx 

This source pointed out that Cuba is not land-poor and could, 
with up-to-date ^ar^p^jratoods, substantially increase produc- U v ^ 
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tion on land already-unde? cultivation. Inasmuch as within a fair 
■oaths the "zafra” (sugar harvest) will end gad additional thousa n ds 
will be thrown into the labor this highly 
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the number of detmtlcs «q>lo;«d and lowering the salluries'®: 
employees they retain. A few months ago good domestics were 
difficult to obtain; today they are unemployed. 
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Caban Lav 17, dated January 16, 1958, authorized 
the Ministry of Public Vorks to reposaees all motorised c 
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■ - o. Closely allied with the revamping of the 

National Lottery are Government measures restricting the 
operation of gambling casino^and outlawing "bolita" (num 
racket) and prostitution. JiH^has advised that Cubans a 













now afraid to be seen in the gamBEGBg casinos and that, with the 
outlawing of other forms of gambling, may have taken to holding 
private "poker parties" to satisfy the gambling urge which is so 


strong amc 
|f^^ass 


catted that they 
no other form of 


There have been several announcement s i# 

to tllw^ ; ^ " 


FIDEL CASTRO in public speeches has denounced racial 
intolerance in Cuba, pointing out that "we all have some Negro 
in us. H Sources ifliand^HPnave advised that thes^speeches 
have had a bombshell effect on the Cuban people. fflBand^B^ 
stated that for years there has been no "Negro question" in Cuba 
and that by his words CASTRO had created one* Sources noted that 
there is no segregation in schools, churches , theaters , restaurants, 
or Government and that CASTRO’s words may have been predated by a 
desire to obtain the support of the Negroes previously strongly l- 
pro-Batista. Sources said, whatever CASTRO’s purpose, his words ^ 
have cost him thousands of^mppor t ers among people who had been 
his dedicated followers •dflBBPhas advised that in Orient e 
Province, which has^^fairl^large Negro population, the problem 
is very critical. ^H^and |HHphave advised of attempts made by 
Negro groups in distinct parrs of Cuba to forcibly enter private 
clubs. 
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C. RISE OF ANTI-AMERICANISM 

CASTRO’s repeated anti-American remarks, as well as his 
attacks on "Yankee Imperialism", have created a certain amount of 
anti-American sentiment, especially among the illiterate and un- 
employed elements in Cuba. In one speech he went so far as to term 
the assistance rendered by the United States to Cuban patriots 
during the Spanish-American War "intervention." stated that 

the average Cuban has always been strongly pro-American, not only ] 
because of the assistance rendered by the United States ^during l 
the Spanish-American War but also because of the physical close- 
ness of Cuba to the United States. Source said that most Cubans, 
in spite of CASTRO’s statements, continue to feel,to 
iy toward the united States bbt are afraid to overt l^f^^nstratb" ‘ 
iendship lestfhey be *• - 

; informed that recently thehead of the' Legist! as Section 
Police Department was removed from his position because he 
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had made pro-American statements. and|^^p have all 

stated that most thinking Cubans are extremely concerned by 
OAfTBO s ard^ ant 

American sentiment, because they are veil avare of 'fbe^hAed for 
continued interdependence , on a friendly pish* betdeNM^f^lIlQ^ted 

Mated - and* SNfd* Thex »»l th# castbo hMpi*y$^4i*M Into ' • • 

the hands of the C&amtmisfjs in this regard, and they note thAt -*•■■ 
the Communists have been quick to capitalize on hid " 1 anti-American 
statements in their daily publication "Hoy.” ^HVnoted that 
so many Cubans have migrated to the United States that most 
Cuban families have relatives and friends living there and 
consider it to be their "second country." 
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the IXU and University authorities, and control of the 
university was returned to the fteiiip oi the Schools, /tt^jnws 
agreed set. this . tine that a cnwMilrfrna should be^hht UP desyppsed 
of equal representation from the students and from thf professors 
which committee would review the eases of each faculty nearer to 
determine whether he should be retained as a professor. 
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1 and^HVhave advised that^HP has made numerous 
statements indicating that the Government intended to taHe some 
action to completely control private schools. It was the Im- 
pression of these sonrces that the Government wished to tpke 
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been . 

insist .oaf * ■* 

MU- schoolsand will | 

paid. . It is the belief ' of these 
which operate with an American curriculum, such as 
School and Boston Academy, will definitely have to e< 

It is to lie noted that these schools main-, 
in which most sadgeets are taught in the English 
vani sh, itself, ip taught merely as a foreign 
{ have advised that it appearm that the 
formulate rules whereby these schools will have 
to adhere to the public school curriculum in which all subjects 
are taught in Spanish. 


Government 


At the present time the largest private school in 
Cuba, namely Baldor, is closed. The closing of this school 
came about when 29 out of approximately 200 teachers complained 
concerning the school director and the Salaries being paid to 
them. This minority group of teachers created incidents at 
the school, and it was necessary for the director to close the 
establishment. The July 26 Movement newspaper "Bevolucion" 
strongly backed the minority group. Parents of the student 
body, however, as well as the majority of the teachers, ex- 
pressed their sentiments publicly as being in favor of the 
school * s dosing. The newspaper "Bevolucion” took public 
issue with these individuals, claiming that they were Counter- 
revolutionary . ” 
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ii. communist situation in cuba 


A. Brief History of Communist Party in Cuba 
1 . Prior to Jail of Batista 

The Cuban Communist Party, which is called Parti do 
Socialista Popular ( PSP} ■ ^re a ched its peak Mem b ershi p between th e 
years 1939 and 1947 . ~~ 



(Hfl(in December, 1952, advised that the Communists had . / . ^ 

controlled the labor unions in Cuba during the early part of the WcibJl) 
1939-1947 period. In 1938, it established its own newspaper which J ^ 
was supported by contributions from Communists holding state and 
municipal positions, from fellow-travelers, and from scared business- 
men who wanted to avoid trouble with the ficM—Mwt ftt-dcm* anted unions. 

This source noted that the PSP began to lose control of the labor 
movement and its troubles began during the tenure of President 
Grau San Martin (1944-1948) as a result of the attacks of the then 
Minister of Labor, CARLOS PRIO SOCARRAS. 


| advised that during the last Cuban electoral re- 
organizations in which the PSP was recognized as a legal party 
(1951), there were 69,983 persons who registered a preference for 
that party . According to this does not mean that there were 

that many members of the PSP in Cuba at that time. 


bato 


On July 26, 1953, the Cuban Army post at Santiago de 
Cuba was attacked by revolutionaries led by FIDEL CASTRO. The 
Army Military Intelligence (SIM) claimed, according to 
that PSP members were involved in this attack with the 
forces of CASTRO. As a result of this, two 
Negro labor leader ■■J^and white leader 

who was a member o^f^raj^raeeutive board, were arresxea. ruby 
were released on September 28, 1953, without charges having been 
preferred. 
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By November 1, 1953, the anti -Communist attitude of the 
Cuban Government had developed to the point where the PSP was 
outlawed, the resolution of the cabinet being printed in the 
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the party that to control the unions is to control t Eh "government 
According to this source, their activities to infiltrate are, 
however, not United to the labor field but extend to the govern- 
nental, armed services and other fields as well. 


Present PSP Itembershi 


Fadvised on February 26, 1959, that during a 3-day * ' 


national assembly of the Juvbntud Socialists (Young Connunists) 
held in Havana on February 21 - 24, 1959, it had been announced 
that from January ll to February 22, 1959, 1036 new members had 
been recruited for the party itself and 1086 for the youth section 
and that 482 former members had been reactivated. 
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in Cuba; return to Cuba of land now occupied by the U. S. Naval 
Base at Guantanamo; denunciation and annulment of all treaties 
and pacts which diminish or restrict sovereignty of Cuba; annulment 
of colonial concessions which are prejudicial to sovereignty; 
immediate nationalization of all public service companies and 
foreign owned banks; and national ownership of all land and reserves 
owned by foreign firms or individuals. Under foreign policy the 
PSP advocates national independence; world peace; prohibition of 
nuclear arms; end to armaments race; gradual disarmament; peaceful 
co-existence; nonaggression, non-interference; respect for other 
countries' territory; aid to countries fighting for national 
liberation; friendly and commercial relations with other countries; 
establishing relations with Communist countries; and re-negotiating 
relations with the U. S. with view to changing the unfavorable 
status quo. 


Under the heading of "Agrarian Reform, " the PSP recommends 
expropriation of vast landed estates and distribution of expropriated 
lands and state-owned lands among peasants who own little or no land. 
Title to land to be given to those receiving it. Sharecropping is to 
be abolished, unjust debts incurred by peasants with employers to be 
cancelled, taxes owed by peasants to the state to be cancelled, aid 
in purchasing equipment and stock for peasants and agricultural 
workers who are given land, cheap transportation for farm products, 
and a state-aid program to encourage cooperatives. 

Under the heading of "Protection of and Independent 
Development of the National Economy," the PSP program advocates 
freedom of initiative based on defense of national economy and 
interests of the people, control of banking credit to put into 
motion all inactive capital, promotion of industry and agriculture, 
development of heavy industry, tariff and other types of protection, 
prohibition or restriction of imports which unnecessarily drain 
Cuban income and obstruct development of industry, development by 
government of derivatives of sugar industry, national exploitation 
of oil, revision of commercial relations with other countries to 
sell what Cuba produces and purchase what Cuba needs, measures for 
protection of small industries, protection of and development of 
fishing industry, the development of a national merchant marine, 
suppression of indirect taxes, and an economic plan using the 
foregoing as a basis. 

Under the heading of "Improvement of the Conditions of 
the Workers and Public in General," the PSP program recommends 
development and extension of social legislation favorable to 
workers; establishment of fixed minimum salaries; increase in wages 
and pensions; "equal salary for equal work" without distinction 
















HNv1m4 on Mar oh 18, 1950, that he had the 
previous two weeks talked to a groat washer el 
frleads la the July 26 Moveaeat , as well ah others 3 
aad that f roe t he naav ewial oas he had heardy m 
his belief that MHHKis definitely aMKrslsJ 
hat that he believes la the aatioaaliptib type of 
Coanunisa as is followed by Marshal' Ml Eto. 
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In a public stateaeat reported la Bavaaa newspapers , 
daring the week of January 4, 1959, GUEVARA staled, 

"I an not a Connunist bat neither an I anti-Coasanlst . " 














has noted that ant i-Auerieap pf ntiaeaf has Increased in 
January 1, 1959 , and bel 
orsaarks critical of the 
Which are being eehoed b y bis 

“ ‘a easy public remark* 
andhis beliefs : 

1. He has claimed that "monopolistic” 8. .Mesa services 
bare aot reported ea the Caban revolution truthfully, He was 
particularly critical of the condemning in the 
of the Caban exeentions. CASTRO stated he would like to see a 
Latin American wire service established which would tell the truth 
to Latin Aserican nations. (January 21, 1959) 

2. He has condensed sene Anericaa big businesses, especially 
.the, Halted fruit Compaq claiming that they hire net,- trentcdflfce ' 
w^kbre lh a Just wanner. He nade the allegation against the Halted 
Fruit psnpapy of not having paid taxes to tho rebels when; they 
controlled Orient e Province. (January 22, 1959) 

3. From his initial suceess he vehemently attacked the U. 8. 
Military Missions is Cohn and derided then hy stating that they 
trained a "defeated" (Batista's) army. (Missions later withdrawn 
at his insistence . ) (January 22 and other dates) 

4. He claimed that historically Cuba has been a victim Of 
the United States influence for over 50 years. (February 19, 1959) 

TPk.5 - V ff.- « . ", - **;'* ' ' ' <* / r ' ■■'if'* ** T ' ' 

6. Hersnarked that Cuban School textbooks aheft&d. be r«vlh«M 
to show .the true picture of the influonae which thcHnlted States 
had over Cuba. He nade the elaia that the Halted States had entered 
the Spanish American Tar when it had already been wen by Cuba. 
(February 19, 1959) 



7. to a ipMeb at liatuwo, Cate, CASTRO stated "We mt 
be lrt« eeoaoaically ; " ud he durgtd that (Tatted States . Aabassadors 
; have h e ea running the country. (February ft, ISM) /v— * 

- .S. -to answer to a frees laguiry eoaoernlag kls/critlplsa of 
' dfctr ictt foreign policy, CASTRO replied :7"We criticise the Waited 
States for helping BATISTA aad sot b eca u s e it did net help sis. 

* We did set seat Aaerleaa intervention - ve had plenty hf that in 
the past 30 years.** (february 28, 1959) 

9. On a television prograa on larch 18, 1959, CA8TR0 declared 
that all Cubans should belong to the Biddle class. Be stated that 
there is a Biddle class now but that everybody should belong. to it. 
(Havana Post larch 17, 1959) 


10. Speaking to an estiaated 100,900 before the 

nd in reply to a statement 
Costa Biea, who was a gse 
the threat of a third world war the 
interests of Cnba are closer to those of the Waited States than of 
Bassla, CA8TBO stated; "Why say that in the event of such a tragedy 
we would have to be with one side or the other?" In the sane 
speech he stated "Why not tell the truth; why not say that the 
aggressions which preoccupy us will not co n e fron abroad but they 
could coae at the hands of ner canaries froa the beaches of Florida 
or the Doaiaican Bepublic." (Havana Post larch 24, 1959) 
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11. CASTBO in public stateaents has said that all political 
parties, including the PSP, could exist in Cuba without any 
persecution. 


b. Cabinet Ministers 

Ho infornation is available indicating that any of the 
cabinet aeabers are Conaunists or that they are controlled by the 
PSP. 


c. Other Qovernaent Posts 



d. Ooaaunist Infiltration of the Amy 


[ on larch 23, 1959, advised that the PSP was concen- 
trating on inf lit rating the ranks of the Bevolutloaary Any and 
it appeared that the center of the infiltration was at La Cabana 
Fortress where 1BWE8T0 "CHS" GUEVARA is in ooaaand and where 
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»d ttUtiM reflesfiag that J06E 

CABHBO QUXTADO, fomr chief investigator u4er the JttflBTA 
Oereraseat for the Boro para la Baprosloa do las Aetividades 
O s n aistas (BUG - Boroau for the Repression of Gouaalst 
Activities) had hooa ozooatod at La Cabaaa fortress, Bavaaa, for 
"war crises.” A review of the testisoay is this ease, as it 
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The impaptr, ?Hoy , M 1 b its if«w of March IS, 1159, 

* carried b 1/4 f«c« Urwt li w ii it of tk» Cvbu Ministry .of Hc1m4i 
' VftroBBBry) • Zt to Bot kam whether tkll was b .paid advertisosent , 
' but If to, it'VMld reflect fOTtruut itbtldy of tkto tmptptr. 

\ v"\ 4 - ; , ‘ * ’ *■ 1 - . 

3. "tort* IwiBti" ' 


"Carta Ben nil" (Meekly Letter) vu the official publi- 
oatloa of tke NP toiu the years that the PSP van iptorpiiad 
hot, aceordhag totfH It Is now belag heed as aa organ for giving 
guidance and Intonation to party leaders and Is not Intended for 
general public oomsumpt ion . 




3. "Bella* 


"Bella" is the official aagaslae type publi cation of the I'sl/oA 
Juventud Socialists (Young Oo— uniats), according totfH and is Q^Ubli) 
designed to give guidance and the party line to the young couaunists 
group. 


4. Special Pamphlets 


’cnd^HB^have on nany occasions furnished copies of 
t published by the PSP on various topics and 
subjects, these sources state that in Cuba the Canonists will 


special 


issue a panphlet or "throw -away" at a moment's notice and on any 
particular point they want to euphonise at the uouent. 

5. "Bevoluclon” 


MMi) 


Loan 
>llcy towards 


y of Puerto 


"Bevoluclon" is the official organ of the July 36 Moveuent. 

On several occasions this newspaper and "Hoy" have oarrl od identic al 

aatcrlal . B oth of these p seorm carried ■«+ erlal wri tten < 

~ ~L ox the 

Leo, which articles attacked the D. S. 
rth papers also carried attacks on 

the italversity of Ylllaaueva, elaising 

fated with the BATISTA police in informing on students 
at the University. In this respect, it appeared that the uaterlal 
used by both papers was identical. 

X>. ATTITUDE OF CA8TB0 GOYEMnglT TOMABDS AMTI-COMMUHIST (SBOUPS 


uc 









III. 


CUBAN INVOLVEMENT IN LATIN AMERICAN' REVOLUTIONARY MATTERS 


A. DOMINICAN REPUBLIC REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES 

. .. advised that immediately after the tfinjiph hf the 

CASTRO loroel rumors wire Widespread la Qdh that a. croap of the 
Cuban rebels would be trained to invade the tMdftlfa Republic. 
CA8TR0, hlasell, in several public etatementsAecfied that dic- 
tatorships existed in the 'Dominican Republic, Nicaragua; and 
Paragua. lire service dispatches concerning speeches given in 
Veaesuela by CASTRO on his visit to that country Area January 13 
to January 37, 1959, reflected that CASTRO attacked the Dominican 
Sepublic, Nicaragua, and Paraguay as dictatorships and encouraged 
exile groups of those countries to overthrow the present govern- 
ments. CASTRO reportedly stated that these groups would receive 
the protection and support of the Cuban Government . 

The Havana newspaper "El Grisol" of February 19, 1959, 
reflected that on the previous evening there bad been held a meeting 
in Havana, Cuba, of the "Comit e Pro Liberaci on Domlnloana" (Committ ee 
for Dominican Liberation) , which group was< 

a leader in the Buga^workers Union in Cuba. 



On Pebruary 17, 1959, advised that CASTRO was being 

warned by various of his advisors that Cuban officials should hav 
no hand in permitting Cuba f s being used as a base of operation 
against the Dominican Republic. These sources were attempting 
to point out to CASTRO that if an invasion attempt was made 
against the Dominican Republic from Cuba, the United States 
might intervene. On March 11, 1959, advised that FIDEL 
CASTRO was beginning to equivocate o^Statements to the effect 
that groups trained in Cuba would Invade the Dominican Republic. 

It was this source's belief that CASTRO realised that the Dominican 
forces oould very easily repulse any such invasion attempt. 


% 2 -[ blj) 


On March 12, 1959, Havana newspapers carried an Associated 
Press dispatch with dateline "Ciudad Trujillo" which reflected that 
on the previous day General RAFAEL LEONIDAS TRUJILLO, in referring 
to reported groups being trained in Cuba to invade the Dominican 
Republic, stated, "If the aggressors want to see brains and beards 
flying like butterflies, let them come near Dominican shores in 
a hostile attitude." FIDEL CASTRO in a speech in Santiago de 
Cuba, as reported in Havana newspaper "El Hondo" on March 12, 

1959, stated that the people of the Dominican Republic should 
rise up and overthrow TRUJILLO. He claimed that the attitude 
of the leaders of the Dominican Republic was provocative and 
that Cuba had given no reason for such an attitude as was taken 
by these leaders. 


rt- O tr 9 











March SO, 1959, JHBkdrtMd that be had received 
Information to the of foot thatmen and natorial were being sent 
in snail numbers at a time to Nicaragua and that there are plane 
to continue sending small groups of men to Nicaragua during the 
oonlng seeks. This source stated that the Cuban authorities 
are not meddling in the military organisation of the guerrillas 
but are doing everything necessary to provision them and to look 
out for then, being careful not to reveal the numbers and plans 
of the guerrilla units. 


HAITIAN REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES 


organising commandos for 
or the Dominican Republic 

these commandos sere being t 


Id" 1 1 ijMV' 1 /^ 


barkatlon on the coasts of Haiti 
reportedly stated that 
Baraooa. Cuba. 






On Mffury 17, 1959 report ed that information 

had been received ky him from a teorot, Who had act furnished in- 
formation previously, to the effect tkatflHPhil he— mooting 
Mi%h SHXXSTO "CM*” -HCITAtA at J* Cuba— fQ!R«« . /.Wip. Ofcuree 
, - ^N l p'er ted that thw he arri ved la Baba — hr aittmtfohruary'tl, 
\4*M r lie ted land ettthusiaStid about t ihe treatment 

.•*"hb —a receiving trSm Cohan Rev olutionary aathorltlee hat that 
.Raring the fi^it week «f Arok had changed. 

'' Reportedly, HQSVAHA had advlaodnHuTh at CPMA ooald nbt provide 
ax— to hla aad it might he hotter forJIH to oae a— e other 
country aa a "Jumping off” place in hi^SSvaign to ar«rtkr«v 
-the Balt lan regime. This source reported that^MHB denied any 
link whatsoever among the Haitian, Dominican, aadalcaraguan 
revolutionary groups. 



r. The newspaper "Sevolueles” la its issue of March 12, 

1959, carried aa article stating that {■■HH^had stated 
that statemen ts attributed to hla to the;wzxect that the pr— ent 
Haitian Clever— sat would tall within 30 days did not mean th at 
he was p r ep a ring in Cuba an invasion against Haiti. 4IHBP 
remarked that he would not insult Cuban hospitality by engaging 
in the formation of a revolutionary attempt against Haiti while 
he was a guest of Cuba. It is noted that "Bevoludon” not— on 
its masthead that it is the offioial organ of the July 26th Move- 
ment, which aov— ent is headed by 7 IDSL CASTRO. 


j?iC 





On Ap ril 1. 1 959, ^BBJEreported that in an interview on 
March 30, 1969, had stated he had secured the unity of the 
various Haitian revolutionary elements in exile and would soon 
succee^l^toppliag the Duvaller regime. This source reported 
that^mi^departed from Cuba on April 1, 1959, for Venezuela 
for a press conference and to meet with various Haitians in that 
country. 


w-»C 


l(|HHHHP another Haitian opposition leader, spoke 
over Havana raaio station "Progreso” on Tebruary 21, 2959, and 
^Stated that the present Haitian Governs ent had to be overthrown. 




T. 


or BXAcuo* to td kitoubtxgbaky ooranom 


w 



Shortly after the assnmptl^a ef oeatrol Cl Ah* government 
,, "De h smlh,* the lu«Mt weekly wees nagasiae 'l^ypaha aad , 

4M strongly M-CMtio , U pllf M oAndurflBg % j W <M| 

Ltj Mil of the peop le iwwinliic tM nmw geveunsient, 

U* pell indicated that fiU^w m »tr* ip iaver of 
fwtttMit, Sntm/ «i tkt into Y*»t kfjkl« |lgm 
steadily Ir t p y i4 until it mek«4 §7% at which point tM |oll fu 
discontinued about Sarah 10, 1959. CASTBO fabllely indicated that 

ms of skat the yells might stats, he would continue sltk his 
alaeelt was shat "the Majority of the popple wanted." la , .i, 
this regard,4HP hae aotod that slaeo the dieceatlauance of tho poll, h2Jb'0 
sseh natters as tho "Segro problen," eoatiaaod UMplspwtt aad tho 
throat of Coamumlsm have sade farther inroads lato CUTIO's popularity. 

MHBsa4flBkST« all advised concerning the ooatlaulag lj)l / JT\ 
growth of dlsStTsxactlem with the Bevolut ionary government aad y 

ooasider tho following factors to bo oporatlag agaiast tho stability 
of that gororaaeat : 


1. The alaost ceaplete turnover la gororaaeat persoaael 
placing thousands of foraer civil servants in the ranks of the 
aneaployed. A large auaber of these are foraer aeabers of the 
araed forces aad the police foree who constitute an ext rose ly 
dangeroas aacleas of discontent. 


1. CASTBO' s failure to recognise the iaportaat role played by 
other revolat ienary organisations in tho overthros of the BATISTA 
govemaent . Kxcept for a few isolated political appoiataeats,sach 
organisations as the Direct orio Bevolacienario (IB), Organisacion 
Aatentico aad Second Motional Front of Iscaabray h ave be en allowed 
ao voice in the operations of the new goveranent. fl|hM advised 
that the Seoond Satloaal Trent, in particular, has large arms caches 
hidden in various areas in Cuba and that none of its leaders are 
beglaaiag to conspire against the government. 




In connection with the SB, advised on March 10, 1959, 
and advised on Burch 8, 1959, that an agreement had been reached 

by toe July 26 leaders aad the DB leaders whereby DM sympathisers 
wo uld h e given more posts la the present Cuban government. According 
tom* *** 011 had been promised that 850 of their members or 
mynpethisers would be placed In government lobs. . In this connection, 
of the four top leaders of the PS. throe already have-renorted lv 
deceived h igh govognneitjBoit^ 
lamed 

been naSSo^^l^BHHIlH^ Spain;" 
reportedly received a posit ioj^n connection with the agrarian Aefj; 
program in Orieate Province. ^||hu advised it is rumored that* 
iy receive a post in the Cuban Bibassy in Brasil. 



w)tnD 


bx 







advised that He 


that be wi 


meat of 


JU a 


[ m ■ 1* 




promised that 

ere would receive tbe death penalty . 


threat to 


hare tW edSe rights as any other political party, • 
not be adverse to doing business with Russia sad the C&ioeSe Peoples 
Republic, and that Cuba should be neutral in the Cast -Vest cold war. 


















Office Alemorandum 



UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 





Two extra copies of this letter are attached 
for forwarding by the Bureau together with copies of the 
attached memorandum to the Havana Office for information. 
The Madrid Office will continue to follow this matter 
through available sources and the Bureau will be advised. 
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(Priority or Method of Mailing ) 
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DIRECTOR, FBI 


SAC, RIAKI (109- 
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CWBAM AIR FORCE ^ 

FORBIOM POLITICAL BATTERS - , 

CUBA ^ 


Re Miami teletype 4/8/59, to Bureau entitled 
"Cuban Political Aetlvltes - IS - Cuba". 

7 copies of a letterhead memorandum entitled 
"ABTI-CASTRO HOVEMBBT AMD POLITICAL CONDITIOMS IM CUBA* 
are transmitted to the Bureau. 


to SA 


who furnished this information 
for the information of the 



- Bureau (AM) (RM) (Ends. 7) 

- Mew Turk (RM) (Info) (Enel. 1) 

1 n Washington Field (rm) (info) (Ends* 1) 

9 - Miami ^ 

’I ketltl 

,1 - JJ25slZ&fcj-_Antl-Castro M ovement) 

1 - 109-45, Caribbean Political Activities.) 
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L ilvURMATlOw CONTAINED 


BED; 
( 1 *) 




NOT RTCOORUffiD 

87 MAY 12 1959 


Sent 


-M 


Per 
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SID 

ML 

V 
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B 
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'3f* 


UNITtD tTAVB# SlilSinClirT of jvAum / 

riDiui rniAVor ntmisiftoN 
Rllal, Florid* 

April 9 , 1959 


Avn-CAsno m r nmm 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREUUS 


IJEmk m 


on April 7 , 1959 


nU t ) m post 


who bos furaiihtl ro 


within tho 


J(S5Eu 


ferauaae 


to initiate a ■ovesaat 


n Air Force to take over the present Cuban 


aeeor 


V,M 


■yvvr ■ 


•aid that 


prooarlouo position la tho 


In 1 2 ±M LXJ 




v , »: 
r->vii 


xh 


i ! i 


m 





















SEytr 


■■■■nriHtl -Castro movement M IHA 
T^alspiac lng the Castro Government with a Democratic and 
pro -united states Government. 

—fr st ated that plans have already been disoussed 
to build up support MBBBMMMBMIMWM— MBMBBMMF 


At Baracoa, Cuba, the Cuban Airforce has a 
training school which will be conducted by f ormer militar y 
men who fo ught against M achad o and natlata. M— H— i 


12 1 
bi o > 








tha^the Cuban Air Force also has 
inro) ||HH^ancr( PJiU )4HfmH^ Sin ^ two other sen , working 
as investigators at Miami International Airport. These 
sen have an of flee at Air International, Miami International 
Airport. This of floe Is operated In an open and unconcealed 
manner on a liaison basis. 

^mi^asald that an American, (FMU) 

Is workinga^sn Intelligence officer for the "Cu 
Force In Havana. .Ikmrever; this man is now suspected by 
Maul Castro of against the Interest of the Cuban 

Move r i s es nt and la wider the observance of Rami' s men. 


(^■■1 stated that Raul Castro and "che" due vara 
are "Cnmunlsts all the way" and thatRaul Castro ' s wife 
and entire family are Communists. that 

Fidal Castro Is -completely orasy, has his head in the 
elemds* and is he lag used by his brother Raul and byJIChe" 
imevara to promote the Communist movement In Cuba. 
said there is no doubt but that pidel Castro Is very 



riL 



r«:, r 

Vi 


.. /mvvlk 



anti -United States, and that. If he continue* in power, 

Cuba will beccaae a Communist state "look atook and barrel". 

said that* 

1 consider that the principal pillars of the 
Ommmunlst "party in Cuba are, Fidel Castro, Raul Oastro, 

"Che” Cue vara, Bias Roea, Juan Narinello, and luis Aguere, the 
tine latter betas well-} 

Cuba. 



•known Communist Party leaders in 


pointed out that, even though Castro 
■ay not be an actual Gomsunist, that he is following the 
Comunlst party line in every respect in the administration 
of the Covernswnt in Cuba. 

advised that the Comaunist party has almost 
e n over the pri ncipal labor unions i n Cub a . 


bid 



the 


completely; ti 

le sta ted 

■■■■toJ^j^textlle union? 

IfSnfTMHHBPof the me chanics union 
the electricians union, and 

union, are out of office and unemployed in Cuba. 

■en were reportedly active as exiles in the Miami area prior 
to January 1, 1959* 


ansportatlem 
ef 

rtatiem 




said that the present leaders of these 
various unions are practically unknown to Cuban labor and are 
believed to be hard core Communist Party members. 

said that Fidel Castro is rapidly losing 

support of all of the Cuban people with the exception of the 
poor people, pro-Communlst elements of the labor unions 
and the Communists. Re said that Fidel Castro now tells 
hlFi subordinate in the Cuban Government that Cuba does not 
now need an election and for them to forget about it. 

Stated that many unreported executions 
have occurred in Cuba* These occur in instances where 
relatives or friends do not come to the aid of persons arrested 
after they have been held in jail a considerable period of 
tine and are practically forgotten, otherwise, a summary 
trial is held prior to the execution. 
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( ^^^^fteaid that he has received information from 
official coata*** In Cuba that Haul Castro killed about 
1Q0 people la Santiago Provlnee and that this incident was 
never officially reported or disclosed by the newspapers. 


said that 


One vara is still 


said that Cenllo Cienfuegos is turning 
against pidel Castro, Raul Castro, an^Che" Sue vara, all 
of when no longer trust Cienfuegos. flHH^pointed out 
that Oaf tro be cane Jealous of Clenfuegoi because Cienfuegos 
resolved loud applause when he appeared on the platfom 
at public nee tings with Fidel Castro. 


new 

idol 

Ml 

Rian 


d that A1 
at the Cu 
that Fide 
the C 

an nal 


Fids 

ties 

inat 

sere 


there 
pent t 










xiw’u . ^ ■ ' ! ^6i ‘mm- ^ 


«■>>•■.< # 


^HHI said that there is praotioally no erl ns 
im Cuba ft the prose at time because to year nsttnoM 
IN mM 4 out for v#ry minor offenses, and Castro lias 
threatened any publlf official wit* sxsoutlon if he is 
eanght stealing so snob as ons dollar. 

Assordlng telHBB the Cuban attorney. SHH 
who sasssss fully defended aors than 40 Cuban aviators in 
‘ do Cuba at thei* first trial is still in Jail. 

.. was arrested after Fidel Castro denounced the 

court and prosecutor for not convicting those pilots who 
vers nenbers of the Cuban dir Force under Batista. 


acre 


invest 


also reported that the Cuban Air Fores 
Riant have established that the Rational 


•on Traders, Riant, have 2,000 rifles which arc being 
sold to Rolando Rasf error, who is considered one of the 

Batista war Criainals by the present Ooverameat. 
stated that he received this information seoond hand 
and did not know its acouraoy. 

Above mentioned persons are identified as follows t 
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FROM DIRECTOR, FBI (109-584) 

ANTI DASH FIDEL CASTRO ACTIVITIES, IS DASH CUBA . 

UKKf ON MAT FIVE LAST ADVISED 
INSTITUTE, HAVANA, STATED MAY FOUR LAST BATISTA ELEMENTS HAVE 
ASSEMBLED ARMS IN WEST PALM BEACH AREA, POSSIBLY INCLUDINO TWO 
P DASH FIVE ONE PLANES TO BE USED IN COUNTERREVOLUTION AOAINST 
CASTRO ON UNKNOWN DATE • UKR STATED POSSIBILITY MENTIONED 
P DASH FIVtgONK MIGHT BE USED IN ATTEMPT TO SHOOT DOWN FIDEL 
CASTRO ^BASH S PLANE UPON ITS RETURN TO CUBA . IMMEDIATELY FURNISH 
THIS IJf$DRMATION TO CUSTOMS, INS, BORDER PATROL AND FEDERAL 
A VIATIOW^AGNgCY LOCALLY * CONDUCT IMMEDIATE INVESTIGATION IN 
EFFORT VERlf&INFORUA TUN, 8UTEL. 
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- Bufile ( 109-12-310 ) ( FPM - Cuba ) ’62 MAY 7 1959 


v\ 
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I Teletype being tent since we do not 4n counterrevolutionary 

pttack nay be made or when P-51 plane may Ift^^UrftAQ&.-GMS.tro 'e g 
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MAY«fif- 1959 
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IS CUBA GOING RED? 


ANNOUNCER: The CBS Television Network presents 

IS CUBA GOING RED? 



K 


CBS News correspondent StuartJ^Novins has just 


returned fro m Ctfba. where he spent two months in an exhaustive study 


of the revolutionary government as it has emerged under Fidel Castro. 
He traveled throughout the island, talking to hundreds of people of 
all backgrounds and examined a mass of documentary evidence. For an 
examination of the question, "Is Cuba Going Red?" here now is Mr. 
Novins.... 


NOVINS: Good afternoon. The inescapable fact is 

brutally simple. The island of Cuba — 90 miles off our shores, site 
of the American naval base that guards our southern defenses, anchor 
for our defense of the Panama Canal, and key to the political future 
of Latin America - this Cuban island is today a totalitarian 
dictatorship and is rapidly becoming a Communist beachhead in the 
Caribbean. 


Despite the protestations of Democracy by 
Fidel Castro, despite the promise of the rebellion that ousted the 
corrupt police state of Batista, Cuba is today a one-man government, 
held together by promises and fear.... and control of the island's 
economic, political and social institutions is rapidly being taken 
away from that one man -- Fidel Castro — whether he knows it or not — 
by what is emerging, in the opinion of Western diplomatic sources, as 
the best organized Communist apparatus in the Caribbean. 

It is no longer possible for Cubans to express 
publicly any opposition to the government without incurring swift and 
arbitrary reprisals. 


And criticism of the Fidel Castro government is now denounced as 
"counter-revolutionary" and government practice makes “counter- 
revolution" punishable by property confiscation, imprisonment and/or 
death. Nowhere has the term "counter-revolution" been legally 
defined. That is why much of this report will be told in my voice 
rather than the voices of Cubans themselves, 

Cuba’s rebellion, which ended with the flight 
of Batista on January 1st, created a perfect laboratory and target 
for Communist penetration, Here’s how it works. 

In the classic strategy of Communist 
infiltration, there are two main tactics: to impoverish and make 

impotent the rich and middle class; and deliberately to create mass 
unemployment, hunger and discontent among the poor. In the ensuing 
chaos, the Communist hard-core, already infiltrated into key control 
points of the government and the economy, can then take over. 

Now what are the check-points to watch for in any 

totalitarian state? 

You look at the general economy, for its 
effect on the lives of the people, and particularly of the Middle 
Class. 

You look for the development of political 
opposition parties and the government’s attitude toward them. 

A vital key is the press and news media. 

You watch for what happens to the cultural 
and mass entertainment media.... to the education system. 

No totalitarian government can operate without 
total reliance on its Army. So you look for the political complexions 
of the Army’s leaders, for signs of purges within Army ranks, for 
political indoctrination of troops. 



3 . 


l'I> 

You examine the country’s court and judicial 

system. 

You check the labor unions. Are they free? 

The final and basic test, of course, of any 
government is — can the people change their government or its 
policies by peaceful ballot? 

Well now let’s apply those check-points to 
what is happening in Cuba today. ■ '' 

This is David Salvador. He is Secretary - 
General / - top man -- y : f ^^^^.„Cpnfedsratian-jQfLlabor. .. .referred 
to as the 6 TC. Davi (^Salvador is 38 years old. As head of the only 
and all-inclusive central labor organization, he is one of the most 
powerful men in Cuba today. He was appointed to his post by Fidel 
Castro, 


Ve talked with Salvador in his CTC office in 

Havana two weeks ago. 

Mr. Salvador, does your Confederation of 


Labor control the electrical industry? 

SALVADOR: IN SPANISH. (MR. SALVADOR NODS "YES" to 

ALL THESE QUESTIONS) 


NOVINS: 

SALVADOR: 

NOVINS: 

SALVADOR: 

NOVINS: 

SALVADOR: 

NOVINS: 

SALVADOR: 

NOVINS: 

SALVADOR: 


The telephone industry? 

IN SPANISH. 

Transportation? 

IN SPANISH. 

The sugar industry? 

IN SPANISH. 

And tobacco? 

IN SPANISH. 

What about the bank workers? 
IN SPANISH. 
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NOVINS: 
SALVADOR; \ 

NOVINS: 

SALVADOR: * 
NOVINS: 
SALVADOR: ; 
NOVINS: 

SALVADOR: 

NOVINS: 

SALVADOR: 

NOVINS: 

SALVADOR: 

NOVINS: 

.SALVADOR: • 

NOVINS: 

SALVADOR: 

NOVINS: 

SALVADOR: 

NOVINS: 
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You have all of the industries? 

IN SPANISH. 

The drug laboratories? 

IN SPANISH. 

. gvery thing?. 

IN SPANISH. 

The clinics? The laboratories? The factories? 
Everything? 

IN SPANISH. 

The airlines? 

IN SPANISH. 

You control the airlines? 

IN SPANISH. 

Do you control radio and television? 

IN SPANISH. 

All the television 

IN SPANISH. 

The printing presses? 

IN SPANISH. 

Ycu aiao control tnerc? 


SALVADOR: IN SPANISH. 

NOVINS: Mr. Salvador, it has been published that you 

were once a Communist — a member of the Communist Party. Is this 
true? 

TRANSLATOR: IN SPANISH TO MR. SALVADOR. 

SALVADOR: IN SPANISH TO TRANSLATOR. 

TRANSLATOR: Many years ago when I was very young I was 

a member of the Communistic Party. But it's been a very long time 
since I have been a member. 

NOVINS: Is it true that you once ran for office here 

in Cuba on the Communist ticket? 


TRANSLATOR: 

SALVADOR: 

TRANSLATOR: 

was young. 

NOVINS: 

TRANSLATOR: 

SALVADOR: 

NOVINS: 


IN SPANISH TO MR. SALVADOR. 

IN SPANISH TO TRANSLATOR. 

Yes, when I was a member of the Party when I 


Mr. Salvador, are you a Communist now? 

IN SPANISH TO MR. SALVADOR. 

No, no, no. 

Information made available to this reporter, 
shows that David Salvador, despite the assertion you just heard that 
he is not now a Communist, during the last two years, was part of the 
underground Communist movement as well as of the rebel movement.... 
that he operated under the code name of "Mario" ... .that he maintained 
contact with the Party, chiefly through three known card -carrying 
Co mmunists - - or their couriers — Lazar o^Pena . a vat eran Pa r ty T.^Bf^ rv 
Move ment leader , Bla^fto ca. another Commun ist Labor Movement activist. \ 
both of whom were outside of Cuba - and Carlos Rafae ^Rodriguez, k ey 
strategist and political action expert of the Cuban equivalents^ the. 


Politburo, he remained inside the country. 

On March 22nd, Salvador was seated on the 
platform before the Presidential Palace in Havana, when Jose Figueres, 
ex-president of Costa Rica, spoke before thousands of workers at a 
labor rally. Figueres pointed to the dangers of communism in Latin 
America, and urged Cuba to take a pro-Western position in the Cold 
War. Salvador jumped from his seat, grabbed the microphone from 
Figueres, and shouted, "We cannot side with the Americans who oppress 
us." Shortly thereafter Castro called for Cuban neutrality in the 
Cold War. 

Thirteen days later, the Costa Rican Communist 
leader, Manuel Mora, arrived in Havana, and that night Fidel Castro 
told his nation over TV, that Figueres "is a bad friend of Cuba.... 
a bad revolutionary." 

Salvador's Confederation of Labor spreads 
into every aspect of Cuban life. It is one jaw of the vise that 
grips the whole economy. The other jaw of the vise is the government 
itself. 


On March 10th, the government issued, a decree 
that arbitrarily cut all apartment and house rentals: 50 /o on $100 

apartments, 40% on apartments up to $200. 

But here's what happened. Traditionally, 
middle -class savings have gone into apartments like these. Now, tl^e 
apartment house owners, their income cut in half, still face 
mortgage and loan payments that have not been reduced proportionately. 
The Communist -dominated unions have simultaneously raised the cost of 
painters, electricians, carpenters, maintenance workers. All new 
construction in Cuba, for practical purposes, has stopped. 

120-thousand construction workers have no work to do. Those 
contractors with people already on the payrolls are forbidden by law 
to fire or lay off any workers. Companies have to pay the workers 

out of reserves, just as the apartment owner has to pay his debts out- 

of savings. With the grinding to a halt of the construction 
industry, the steel industry, cement production and subsidiary 
manufacture has been cut back an estimated 60%. 

On April 8th, the government issued another 
decree that says, in effect, all privately owned but vacant land must 
now be sold to anyone who wants to build on it. And the government 
fixed the price of $4 a meter, regardless of the original cost to the 
owner. The practical expropriation implicit in these two decrees 
alone, have not only virtually wiped out savings of the middle-class 
owners, they have brought more unemployment to the laborers. They have 
created so much uncertainty that banks are refusing to make loans. 

Cuban investment capital is virtually frozen. 
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Now as investment shrinks, production drops 
off, and yet in almost every industry in Cuba, there has been a 
simultaneous demand from David Salvador's Confederation of Labor to 
add more people to the payrolls at higher wages. 

These demands are enforced by slow down 
strikes on the part of the workers, and by sabotage. They are 
supported by the government. 

When a company has almost exhausted its 
resources, the government — to keep the payrolls going - arbitrarily 
takes over its management. This process is known as "interventing." 
More than 475 large businesses have been "intervented" by the 
government on economic or political grounds. More are on the way. No 
one knows — or has said publicly — what happens to these companies 
when all the cash is gone. 

Now there is no doubt that Cuba's poor have 
been exploited in the past. No doubt that genuine reforms are needed. 
But the unemployment figure of 40 % of the work force that Castro 
inherited on January first, has now expanded to almost 50% of 
jobless or below subsistence level as a direct result of the 
government-union squeeze. That army of unemployed will get bigger 
in the next four months. Sugar grinding ends this month, and that 
will put about 200- thousand more out of jobs. 

Fidel Castro has ordered a "Buy Cuban 
Products" campaign, and enforced it with powerful publicity and 
increased tariffs. The announced purpose: to increase Cuban 

production and stop the flow of dollars out of the country. But here 
is what is happening in one sample industry. 
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There are about 400 Cuban and foreign drug 
ConftaaieB in the country. The government has indicated imminent 
tariff increases in imported raw drugs which are packaged in Cuba. 
Simultaneously the government has cut imported drug prices 20%, 
although Cuban drug prices have been frozen for years and packaging 
costs have jumped 60%. The result? Of the four-hundred drug 
companies, only about 40 will survive. Spokesmen for the industry 
told us that when the present stockpile of antibiotics and vitamins 
is exhausted, there will be none for Cuba's sick. A black market 
in antibiotics has already begun. The industry, which involves about 
50 -million dollars volume a year, faces economic disaster; the 
thousands of Cubans it employs face joblessness. 

Now the rapid disintegration of Cuba's economy 

- - 1 - 1 

from the most flourishing economy in the Caribbean area fits the 
classic pattern that makes easy a Communist take over, if the other 
control points check out, too. Let's look at those. 

The bilateral squeeze — government on the 
one side. Communist-led unions on the other -- that has clamped down 
on business, has also damped down on business' advertising budgets. 
With revenue cut, most news media — newspapers, radio, television — 
are operating very close to economic failure. The government has just 
decreed a 30& wage increase for editorial employees. Many papers will 
have to close down. One Havana television station and a chain of 
radio stations have already been taken over by the government on 
political grounds. 
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and it is run by Vio let taVcasa l s , a Communist . 

Another television station has been 
"persuaded" to keep a Communist on its staff of news commentators. 

The newspaper "Revolucion, " is the Voice 
of Castro's 26th of July Movement. Its editor is Ca rlo gjtFranqui , a 
former staffer of the Communist Party newspaper "Hoy." Both papers, 


is network is now called "Rebel Radio" — 

a o dr 


S 
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"Revolucion" and "Hoy," frequently publish the same stories under the 
same headlines. . .they frequently run parallel editorial lines. 

"Hoy" increasingly gives credit to the Communists for having started 
the anti-Batista revolution. 

Fidel Castro, in a series of speeches which 
reached a high point during the week preceding his friendship visit 
to the United States, publicly accused the Associated Press, the 
United Press International, "Time" magazine and other U.S. news 
organizations, with being paid by what he calls the "international 
oligarchies," to print lies about his government. During the same 
week, "Izvestia," the official Soviet newspaper, said, "The 
monopolistic press of the United States has accelerated an 
unharnessed campaign against Cuba." 

Now immediately following the Castro attacks 
on the American press services, the United Press office in Havana 
received three telephoned threats that its headquarters would be 
bombed. The families of some of its employees have been threatened 
with harm. The union has moved in with new demands. 
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Castro has made similar attacks on Cuban 
papers. Vithin the past two months, three papers, "Avance," 

"Prensa Libre" and"Zigzag, " which raised tentative questions about 
government policies, were publicly castigated by Castro, who urged 
his listeners to boycott than. There has been no marked editorial 

s 

probing of government policy by those papers since then. 

y A leadin g anti-Comn unist writes for the 
newspaper, "El Mundo," one of the largest. His name is Juan Luis 
Martin. Martin, who wrote about the increased danger of Communist 
infiltration in Latin America, was secretly arrested by the Castro 
police and imprisoned without charges in La Cabana Fortress, the 
Army prison, that was five weeks ago. For two days there was no public 
knowledge of his arrest. His paper, "El Mundo," printed nothing 
about it. A "Times Of Havana" reporter learned about it. He called 
"El Mundo," who confirmed the arrest but declined to say why it had 
remained silent. 

For more than two weeks, Martin was kept 
incommunicado. No charges were filed. 


Friends of Martin, commissioned a man, 

Doctor Oscai^Mol ina^ jL lawy er and newspaperman, to act as Martin’s 
counsel. Molina was told that as a lawyer, he could not see Martin 
until 24 hours "before his trial, for which no date had been set. 

He was told that as a newsman, his application for a pass to the 
prison cells had been denied. 

Vhen it became apparent that the lid might be 

blown off the story on the eve of Fidel Castro's trip to the United 

States, "Revolucion", the paper run by Carlos Franqui, printed a 

story which quoted the "La Cabana Purging Commission." It Was the 

first time this term had been used. The Purging Commission, said 

"Revolucion," had explained Martin's arrest on the grounds that Martin 

had allegedly been employed as a professor of military history at 

the Army Staff School under Batista, and that he had been employed as 
. J- - ' 1 

a translator for BRAC, the Bureau for the Repression of Communists. 

The Purging Commission explanation did not 
explain that Martin had held the same jobs under the pre-Batista 
administrations of Carlos Prio and Crau San Martin. It did not 
explain why the newsman's arrest had been secret, why he had been 
held incommunicado, why he had been forbidden to see his lawyer, his 
friends or his family, or why no official charges had been filed 
against him. (As of April l6th, he was still incommunicado.) 

More on the press. 

In Camaguey, a large city in the middle of 
the island, a revolutionary newspaper called "Adelante" was established 
shortly after January 1st. It contracted with an existing paper, the 
fifty-year old "El Camagueyano , " to use its presses and offices. In 
early April, it owed "El Camagueyano" $3,000. The Revolutionary 
officials closed down "El Camagueyano." 
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I ts publisher, Walfredo ftodriguez says, "It , 
would be stupid on our part to say the Revolution has done this. But 
I do say that these things are done in the name of the Revolution and 
by those who represent the Revolution in Camaguey." 

The newsprint on which all Cuban papers are 
printed is imported. The government import license can be cancelled 
or the import quotas cut down. The only exceptions are "Hoy," the 
Communist Party newspaper, and "Revolucion," edited by Carlos Franqui. 
Those papers use print made from bagasse, a sugar-cane by-product. 

To summarize the condition of the Press — 
the papers are financially unstable, morally intimidated. With 
"Hoy," "Revolucion" and Fidel Castro beating down opposition or 
criticism, while there is no official censorship, there is, for 
practical purposes of opposition, no free press in Cuba today. Radio 
and television are in much the sa^rie position, different stations to 
differing degrees. The broadcast bellwethers are "Rebel Radio," 

/ 

led by Communist Violetta Casals and "Union Radio," led by David 
Salvador. 


It is not only news and current opinion that 
is being stifled, history is also being rewritten. 

Fidel Castro has appointed a new committee to 
do the job. It is called, "The Commission on Revision of Cuban 
History Books." It was conceived when Castro in a public appearance 
stated that American participation in the Span ish-Ameri can War was 
for imperialist motives. He said Cuban textbooks should be revised to 
show this and to correct other "misconceptions." The Committee is 
dominated by: E lia^Sntrango, a former mem ber of the Communist-front ( 

Congress for Peace and a close associate of Juan^Marinello, leader of f 
the Com munist Party. of Cuba . E milio^Roig d^Leuch senring of the \ 

commission is the strongly anti-American Historian of the City of /t , 
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Havana (a government post) . Western authoritative sources list him as 
"probably a Communist — certainly a fellow-traveller." Another 
member, A ngel Del^Cerro, i s a self-advertised Catholic layman who, 
without authorization from the Church, engages in public d ebates with 
Communists a nd — according to Western diplomatic observers — always 
comes off second best. He is also Director of Cultural Affairs for 
Havana and thus determines who uses what hall and when. 

The Director of th e Na ti onal Commission of 
Culture is Vicentina^i ntun ia. She controls foreign visiting lecture 
tours, concerts, ballets, and the National Theater. Informed and 

completely authoritative sources show that she has a lon g^hiitg£X~£f 

identific ation wi t h Com munist activities. And so has Francisco 
'Alons o, top ma n of the National Fine Arts Com mission. 




Let’s look at the Army. 


Raul Castro, brother of Fidel, itemed by Fidel _ 
as his successor as head of the Revolutionary movement, denies that 
he is a Communist. The record shows that in 1953 Raul went to Vienna 
for a Communist- front Congress and tfcjen disappeared in Bucharest, . 
behind the Iron Curtain, for several weeks. On March 30th, this year, 
he addressed a worker’s meeting in Cuba, defending David Salvador's 
anti-American outburst against Jose Figueres and supporting neutrality 
for Cuba in the Cold War. Members of the 26th July Movement told this 
reporter that in 1957 » Raul Castro threatened to kill his brother 
Fidel over disagreement* about rebel activity. Raul organized and 
carried out the kidnapping of Americans during the revolution, 
i j .-Oral Castro controls all the aimed forces and the police. His wifft» 
y Vilm^Espin, has Communist aaaQ&iat Raul Castro has appointed 
a Communist, Lt, Gonzalez^flfantichi. as commander of the central 
Cuban Aimy a rs enal, S an Ambrozlo. z / fop 
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Mantichi's brother, EnHque^ ar ao a. Communi st T is active ifl'lJ'uT” 
Confederation of Labor and particularly in unions that deal with 
television stations, 

j The Army commander in Santiago is Commandants 

Manue^Pineiro, The Army Commander in Las Villas is Demetrio^Jonseny. ' y [; 
Informed and completely reliable sources classify them as " Communists \ 
or Communist supporters," -J 

The Army's Commander of La Cabana Portress, 
the military and political prison, where manyAf the more than 500 
executions have taken pi me a to " Che 'wfoe vara, a p rofessional 

revol utionary from Ard ent ina,__who actively supported Jacobo Arbenz ,the 

Communist leader in Guatemala. Guevara's second- in-command at /, ,,L f 

sj 

La Cabana until a month ago, was Conmandante BeniaminiCamino , an open 

anti --Qommu n i. alt, When Guevara betcame ill and had to leave his post 

i \ 

temporarily, Camino, as deputy, assumed command in Guevara's absence. 
Within days, he was arrested and charged with "conspiracy" — no 
specifications given. He has not been heard from publicly since. 

The man who was defense attorney in the Sosa 
Blanco Sports Palace trial, Capt ain AristidesaD* Acosta wa s also £(/}>?' 
defense attorney for the Cuban Air Force pilots who were found 
innocent of war crimes by a military court and then personally 
ordered to be retried and found guilty by Fidel Castro, As an Array 
captain, he was ordered back from the Santiago trial to Havana, He 
waB met at the airport by a group of armed guards. He said to reporters 
present, "I do not think I am under arrest." But he has since 
resigned from the Array and has not been seen publicly since. 


The man who was presiding judge at the first 
trial of the pilots — the trial at which they had been acquitted — 
was Major Felix Pena. On April 14th, his body was found in his car. 

A pistol bullet had been fired into his chest. The Army Press 
Chief Captain Manolo Iglesias, called it "suicide;" said a note had 
been found near Pena, which read, "This is motivated by personal 
reasons and thus must not be mixed with politics in any way." 

The Aimy holds indoctrination courses. The 
man in charge of the Army Information Program, including political 
education, is Lieutenant Alfredo Guevara, a Communist. In many Army 
posts, the only or most widely-circulated newspaper is the Communist 
Party paper, "Hoy." 

In local police stations (they, too, are under 
Raul Castro’b control) classeB ijW arithmetic, ^reading, Stc. are 
given to the police. This reporter has seen police orders which direct 
that promising policemen be selected by the teachers for political 
indoctrination at the Army's Camp Columbia, now called "Libertad." 

This reporter has also seen orders directing that no member of the 
police force shall make any public statement about political 
ind.oc trination. 

V/hat happens to people who are arrested? 
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There is no Habeas Corpus in Cuba. That 
fundamental right in any free society was suspended at Fidel 
Castro's direction on February 2nd. Arrests can be secret - and 
frequently are. It is impossible to get from any government source 
even the number of people who are now under arrest in the country. 
Prisoners are not charged with specific accusations until about 24 
hours before their trials, often weeks or months after their arrest. 
Prisoners can be -- and often are — held inconrnunicado. They simply 
disappear. People have been imprisoned for alleged crimes that do not 
appear in any written laws, or are punished by sentences that are not 
provided for by law. There is no Bill of Rights. In Havana, the 
government has opened a "denunciation center." Here, individuals 
may come and denounce to police, anyone whom they wish to charge with 
"counter-reyolution." The accused is arresta^. He is^ investigated, 
sometimes for long periods of time. If he is found guilty of this 
legally undefined crime, he is sentenced. If he is found innocent, 
he is allowed to leave. But his business colleagues, his friends are 
reluctant to associate with him, because his case can be reopened at 
any time. 


b 
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Let's look at the schools. 

At a speech in March, before 386 teachers at 
the Ministry of Education, the Under -Se ere tarv.-pf Educatio n. Luis 
^Ltoedo, said the government hae plans to eliminate in all schools, 
public or private, the teaching of English. When asked by a teacher 
what benefit thii would bring to Cuba, he answered, "We are not here 
to make Cuba an American colony." 
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In private schools, the Confederation of Labor 
has raised the costs of workers, while "Revolucion” says the 
government threatens to force cuts in tuition. In at least two of 
the largest private schools in Havana, Baldor School and the 
Lafayette School, acts of sabotage have been comnitted. 

In the public school system, at least 3>300 
employees, including 500 teachers and 27 professors, were fired in 
February and March alone. Many of them had taught for more than 
twenty years. 2500 were fired in one single day, March 31st. 

Now the law says that none of the remainirg 
teachers, or any that may be hired from now on, may be fired for any 
reason. The way is clear for the hiring of Communists or 
sympathizers. The Minister of Education is 27 -year old Armando Hart, 
described by those close to him as "at least a left-wing radical." 

Hie wife, Haydee lantamaria, a Close advisor and aide t-- Fid •] Car t p' 

a 

in the mountains is evaluated as "a fellow-traveller and long-time 
associate of known Communists." 

Now let's ] ook at the Cuban ballot. tlk. 

chance for free election. 

T n early January, Fidel. Castro, said, "‘.ve ,\ i 1 1 
hold elections in 18 months or two yv.ars." Ce asked him why fa didn't, 
do it at once. His reply was that there was no political opposition. 

He said he wanted time for political opposition parties to dev „• lop. 

Has political opposition been given a chance- 
to develop? The answer is unequi vocably "No," The fact is that 
political opposition is now legal i sti cal ly synonymous with "counter- 
revolution," punishable by property confiscation, imprisonment, death. 


There is no press to support political 
opposition. Legal opposition simply cannot form in the present 
climate of increasing repression. 

On April 9 th in Havana and April 12th in 
Camaguey, Fidel Castro said, "Cuba will hold elections only when 
everyone has a job; when every farrier owns hie own land; when 
illiteracy is wiped out; when," he said, "Cuba has regained its 
sovereignty." And he added, "Only the reactionaries want us to hold 
elections before the revolution is finished." 

The most conservative estimate possible is 
that under ideal conditions, this represents at least a twenty-year 
program. 

But here in the United States, where elections 
are thought to be important, Fijlel Castro sai$ last we^k that he 
thought Cuba would have elections in four years. 

The flexibility of Castro’s predictions 
enforces those who believe that Fidel Castro, hungry for approval and 
adulation, will persuasively tell any given audience what he thinks 
it wants to hear. 

Vhat about Castro himself -- what is his 
part in the Communist plan for infiltration? 

There is no evidence to support the charge that 
Fidel Castro is a member of the Communist Party. It is most probable 
that he is not. He has been a revolutionary throughout most of his 
relatively mature years. His economic, social and political program 
is generally believed to be sincerely motivated but completely 
whimsical and unplanned. He has an uncanny and great talent for 
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persuasive language, but the record shows that his speeches are 
frequently self -contradictory. He has kindled hopes for Cuba's poor 
that can never be extinguished and probably never realized. But they 
are the golden promises that can be held out by the Communists vhen 
it becomes obvious that Castro cannot deliver. He has cleaned graft 

L 

out of the government. He can take no criticism and little advice. 

He is naive economically, inexperienced administratively, stubborn as 
well as naive politically. He has provided and supported a climate 
for Communist expansion. He has provided and supported an open 
expression of anti-Americanism that is spreading fast. 

Most knowledgeable Cubans will agree that if 
the Confederation of Labor called a general strike tomorrow and Fidel 
Castro came out against it on anti -Communist grounds, he still has 
enoqgh support to kil,l '^he strike . But these r ^ame men \vill tell you~ 
that 8 months from now, in the sAme dilemma, Castro might not have the 
power to kill it. Many Cubans believe that Castro may already be too 
deeply enmeshed in Communist support to pull out. All are agreed 
that if anything happens to Castro physically, Cuba would be plunged 
into the worst blood bath of its history. Some, the newly-organizing 
underground, say violence is now the only way left to throw the 
Communists out.. and that means a blood bath. 

The situation is not all black: there is a 

solution. If Castro were to make possible, now, truly free elections, 
guaranteed by constitutional safeguards, the ballot would replace his 
Communist-exploited personal dictatorship with a constitutional 
democracy. It would force the Communists into an open count instead 


of a conspiracy. It would strengthen the anti-Communists who feel now 
they have no course to take but violence. And Fidel Castro himself 
would emerge as a greater Cuban hero than ever. 

But without constitutional elections, so 
far as the United States is concerned, it really doesn't matter 
whether Castro is a Communist or a willing dupe of Communists. The 
result in Cuba is the same. 

As one Western observer put it "If it looks 
like a tiger, and growls like a tiger, and has claws and teeth and 
muscles like a .tiger's; if it produces cubs that act like tiger cubs, 
it would be the prudent decision of a reasonable man not to open its 
cage and invite it home to lunch." 

| This is ! Stuart Nov ins. Groou ght. 

: ' * ( ( ' This program tod XXV % tne~ 

superviaion and control of CBS NEWS.... This program was pre-recorded. 
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The following information was forwarded to me having 
been prepared by a man who is now a resident of Cuba and who has 
been connected with the petroleum industry for a number of years in 
an executive capacity representing American interests. 

The press in the States, particularly Time Magazine, 
has been giving a rather accurate portrayal of things in this 
country since the overthrow of the Batista regime, although I 
feel that entirely too much emphasis has been placed on the 
military executions of the many Batista assassins and wrong- 
doers, who richly deserve the punishment meted out to them, 
and not sufficient attention focused on the truly important 
characteristics being displayed by the present day political 
trend of this country: the hostility towards private capital, 
private schools, and anything else that is private and not state 
owned or controled; the whipping up of anti-American sentiment 
instigated by Castro himself; and the ascendency of the 
Communists in labor unions and the cultural fields. Altogether 
it makes a pretty alarming picture. 

These wild, revolutionary laws, such as the Rental Law 
that arbitrarily slashed rents 50% to 30%; the open lots, law 
which forces sale of land at a maximum price of $4 a square 
meter to anyone wanting to build a home, regardless of real 
value or location; and other similar ones, have produced an 
immediate contraction of capital that has paralyzed the economy 
of the country. Overnight the country's second industry 
(construction) has ceased to exist, throwing 120, 000 men out 
of work. Not one share has been traded in the Havana stock 
exchange during the last two months. The Cuban peso, which 

» has always been on a verfc with the dollar is being discounted 
10-12% on the biack^n&rket. The popular lottery, which they 
have made /more attractive by giving to the losing tickets full 
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value as investment bonds and on which the government based 
most of its hopes for ready cash, has been selling only up to 
166% of its issues. Castro's anti-American campaign has pre- 
dictably affected the tourist trade. All the hotels are in deep 
trouble, without the labor unions permitting that a single 
employee be laid off. Farmers, expecting government handouts, 
like the miners in Bolivia, will not work. Food prices steadily 
'.push upward. Newspapers, while not officially censored, are 
1 1 afraid to speak out. One or two such polite attempts produced 
enfuriated reactions from the Great One, who screams the Com- 
munist charge of counter -revolutionary and reactionary at 
anyone who dares to suggest that his government can do any 
wrong. And of course, the labor unions, under Commie direction, 

I are making hay. 

The sense of shock spreads deeper every day as people 
realize that this is net the usual type of transitional government, 
but is instead a doctrinarian group fanatically bent in making the 
nation over into its own image. In just two months time they 

I have lost all of the upper mad middle class, and among the lower 
classes, at least 50% of the laborers have turned against them. 

But these reverses serve only to intensify their zeal. The 
latest news is that elections, which had been promised in a 
year or two, are ndw indefinitely postponed until after Big 
Brother has completely secured to us all the blessings of his 
lown personal revolution. About the only hope some people hold 
to is that the realities ef a fast declining economy will force the 
government into a change of peliey, but I know perfectly well 
that when this set of jerks have completely bankrupted the 
country, good old Uncle Sam will come rushing in with his wallet 
wide open to put one more enemy of democracy on the American 
(dole. Then they wonder why we are losing the war to Communism. 
So, it looks like we are really in it, and for a nice long spell. 

Specifically the situation does not as yet concern us. At 
last Friday's luncheon of the Petroleum Club the new Minister of 
Agriculture made a brief statement to the effect that the government 
had not as yet had time to study die petroleum law, and that when it 
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does it would consult with the oil companies. Of course it is a 
foregone conclusion that whatever the government decides on, 
it is going to be a device for getting more out of the companies. 
Trying to anticipate what that may amount to in the event of a new 
law is at this moment an impossibility. But considering that in 
order to squeeze the companies they do not have to have new 
legislation but only to enforce the less reasonable portions of the 
existing one, we can prepare ourselves by determining in our 
minds what we will do when and if the first obvious act on their 
part occurs, which would be issuing Exploration Concession title 
for those claims which have been officially surveyed. This 
would call for the immediate payment of the corresponding yearly 
surface tax, which in our case would apply to the following claims 
(The remainder of the letter refers to business. ) 
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Memorandum Donahoe to Belmont 
Re : Cuban Situation 


We are furnishing INS data on continuing basis that 
| we develop on activities of Cuban aliens in U,S , which might 
1 warrant INS deportation action but , of course , deportation is 
hindered regarding pro-Batista elements by traditional rights 
of asylum granted those fleeing political persecution. With 

1 regard to pro-Castro elements in U,S,, where INS can make a 
deportation case against them, it would, of course, serve to 
eliminate our problem if they were deported, 

ACTION: 


For your information 



In Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 



WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

Mxy 4, 1959 


ANTI -FIDEL CASTRO ACTIVITIES 


On Ahy i, 1 




The sourc^advised that 
approached by a Dominican Army 

wae visi£ fng ^^^^iTe^sTgtes as a tourist • 
whether ould secure a quantity of 


had been 
icer who 

asked 
rifles 



vbTC 
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anti au tomatic weapons for the Dominican Government . Specifically, 
'indicated he was interested in securing $2 ,499 > 500 worth 
of arms to include 10,000 11-1 rifles, 210 ,J0 caliber Browning 
rifles , 30 armored cars known as Stag hounds , 20 , 000 37 w/ii imete r 
projectiles for use by a rmored cars and 5 , 000, 000 rounds of 
•3Q daliber ammunit i on. RRBRRRtB advised that on April 27 , 

) 959 >^RRR recontacted him, indicating he had been bgck to 

the Dominican Republic, and stated that Generalissimo 
wanted to discuss the prqpose^arm^transactipn with 1 
flHHfe made arrangements for RRfRRRRK^ojrisit Genera lissi my Rafael 
Tfrujillo in the Dominican BepubTio^^/RRRRRRRRarri ved in the 
Dominican Republic on April 29 , 1959 » and 1003 told that Trujillo 
would be unavailable that day but would see him on the following 
morning • 




"ormer Cuban F resident Fulgencio Batista 
wno is residing in the Dominican Republic • Batista stated that 
he had made a mistake in going to the Domini car^ReptibMc following 
the downfall of his government • He advised 

efforts to obtain a visa to enter some othe rcountr^arid in this 
connection commented that he tu^^mp^ve^th^services of an 
attorney from New York named^^RRRRRRRRRRR (phonetic) to 
endeavor to obtain a visa forBatistato enter some European 
country • Batista noted that flHHBfe // orts had been 
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Anti-Fidel Castro Activities 


unsuccessful , Batista also expressed an interest in securing 
a visa to go to Mexico or one of the British West Indies , 
Batista voiced some irritation at the fact that the United States 
Government had not seen fit to allow him to enter the 
United States despite Batista , s long record of friendship 
towards the United States , 


Batista reportedly advised that a group 

of the lowest type of Cubans characterized as " murderers , 
vermin and riffraff " and allegedly dominated by criminal 
elements was planning an invasion of Cuba originating in the 
Dominican Republic , Reportedly , this group is being backed 
*1000% by Trujillo * and the g roup is headed by former Cuban 
Senator R oland o Mi3ferrer and 


Tsferrer is a former Cuban Senator who fled to 
le United States following Batista , s downfall and who is 
now in Miami under Immigration and Naturalization Service parole 
and rep orting daily to Immigr atjjyi and Natural ization Service, 
ie identical 


Lie 

bio 


From his discussion with Batista, reportedly 

learned that the above-mentioned group has availabl^jOO to 500 
paid mercenaries and that the planned invasion of Cuba would 
occur in approximately 60 days, Batista stated that, if this 
invasion took place , Cuba would be subjected to a tragic blood 
bath and, if the invaders succeeded, Cuba would be ruled by a 
government far worse even than Castro , s administration with its 
communist influences, Batista indicated that he would be 
willing to discuss some plan to rescue Cuba from its present 
chaos and prevent the planned invasion from the Dominican Republic 
with his own followers , representatives of former Cuban 
President Carlos Prio Socarras and even with Castro * 3 
representatives although he emphasized that He was strongly 
opposed to a continuation of the Castro regime. However, 

Batista complained that in his present circumstances he is 
unable to make contact with influential Cubans and even his 
own followers who fear to visit the Dominican Republic, 
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to Batista stated he would 

like for to advise proper United States authorities 

of what was going on in the Dominican Republic without 
involving Batista , himself , Batista reportedly expressed 
fear for his life in the event it became known that he was 
arranging to notify United. States officials of the proposed 
invasion from the Dominican Republic, Reportedly , Batista 
stated that the group planning this invasion wants to use 
Batista's name to spearhead the movement and he expressed 
doubt that he could leave the Dominican Republic now even 
if he was able to secure a visa , 


The source advised that 
a brief interview with General issimo TruJ 
Trujillo told him to proceed with effort ; 
and ammunition in the amounts listed by ‘ 



Jh ad 

o at which time 
to secure the arms 


Lie 
b ID 


With respect to former Batista adherents , the source 
stated there are three principal groups: one in Balm Beach , 

Florida, another in Miami, Florida, and a third in the 
Dominican Republic, The source furnished the following 
information concerning these factions. He stated the Palm Beach 
group is composed chief ly of professional soldiers and 
businessmen and characterized them as the "wealthy ones,* 

This grou p is rejgortedlx 
including 

The source stated there was considerable friction between 
Balm Beach and Miami groups since the former is well fixed 
financially and has been stingy in offering financial assistance 
to the. Miami a r oujo^Thesourceoginted out tha t 1 

_Balm Beach a nd 

a letter 0 Batista in whicn ne 

assured Batista of his loycTRy^^i^zhis regard, the source 
repoj^^^^K^^her^ja^been a fa lling ou t between Batista 

due to 

luT^ng the fina l days of Batista's 

regime and alsb due u i recently sent 

some letters to a D omirucar^Kiga^n^named "Carib" in which 
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he expressed. cri ticism of the Batista administration , 

reportedly stated that the Film Beach 

gTpup~oRd not want to have anything to do with 
counterrevolutionary plans unless such pla ns, had the 
approval of the United States Government , 
also reportedly stated that the Palm Beach group merely 
wanted peace and quiet and did not want to do business 
with Miami or Dominican group with regard to any revolutionary 
activities , 



Concerning the Miami group, the source stated 
it was cpnsiderablJl larger than the Palm Qs£Ujh^££Ulliim and 



reportedly stated that the Miami group was at odds 
with the Palm Be ach group but had no ties with the Dominican 
faction, _ also expressed criticism of Batista for his 

failure to provide financial assistance to the Miami exiles. 
The source advised that he has no information indicating 
that the Miami group is "as yet " supporting the proposed 
invasion of Cuba by the Dominican faction. However, he 
expressed concern that some agreement might be worked out 
by these two groups unless the proposed invasion was thwarted 
promptly. The sourc^jxdvisec^that the Dominican group was 
headed by Masferrer 

With respect to the Nicaraguan position in this 
situation, the source stated that Nicaragua does not wan t 
any part of the proposed invasion of Cuba and would not 
furnish support for this attempt. The source commented that 
the Nicaraguan officials do not want this to become known, 
thereby offending Trujillo and possibly causing a rupture 
between Nicaragua and the Dominican Republic • He stated that 
Nicaragua will maintain a pose of "friendship from a distance" 
toward the proposed invasion. 
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Office of Security 
Department of State 
515 22nd Street, N, W , 
Washington, Dm Cm 

front John Edgar Hoover, Director 

federal Bureau of Investigation 

Subject t ANTI-FIDEL CASTRO ACTIVITIES 
I ETERNAL SECURITY - CUBA 
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Reference is made to my communication dated 
April 15, 1959, which transmitted information concerning 
a new anti-fidel Castro movement reportedly composed 
of anticommunist political leaders which was in the 
early stages of developnentm 

A source who is in a position to furnish 
reliable information furnished the following data on 
April 29, 1959 1 

A total of approximately six million dollars 
has been contributed by Cuban business leaders and exiles 
to finance the new anti-fidel Castro movement. Former 
Cuban President fulgencio Batista has contributed 
two milliondollar^an^3^or 40 other wealthy Cubans, 
including ° lining executive / Amodeo Lopes 

Castro , forme^TinTsTe^^^Agriculture and sugar magnate f 


0U8UU irtff tfouruw avourtoaa prvmo^ero* x&aa *r9 ana 

financial backers as influential Cubans who are anticommunist 
and pro-united States, 


ant 

*Ke source descri 


iave contributed large 
i* promoters, leaders and 
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Within the past few dove twent 


dollars teas 
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ive thousand 




lol C 


has reportedly agreed to establish 
volutionary anti-Castro front in the Escambray are a, 
reportedly is motivated by anti-Castr^sympathiest^ 
au^sire for reprisalsaQalnsjL Castro 

°f * he second /ron'^^roai^ 
reeognitionfT^neCaatroOouernmentf and b«cauae^pm^|^ 
baa £>8811 offered on important position in the new Government 
if th is venture is successful • 

JHHBraportodly will establish the new revo - 
lutionaryfron^in the Esoambray area within two weeks 
with a force numbering between 50^an^l,000 at the 
outset • 27Ka group served under(§/fM//) against Batista • 

Jt ia expected that this force will be quickly augmented 
by several thousand other seasoned Cuban veterans who 
served under flB who was very popular i n the E sjsambra y 
area and throughout Santa Clara province 



Former Cuban senator 
and newspaperman Rolando Mae/ error, presently in exile 
tn Miami , Florida, reportedly ts concerned only with 
the anti-Castro propaganda phase of this movement • 

According to the source, no guns or military 
equipment would be shipped from the United States as plenty 
of guns are already available tn hidden caches tn Cuba 
belonging to the Escambray Second Front and to Carlos Prio 
Sooarras, a former President of Cuba, The Dominican Republio 
reportedly is supplying other arms and equipment • More than 
3,000 professional Cuban anti-Castro fighting men are 
reportedly in the Dominican Republto and Nicaragua preparing 
for expeditions to Cuba • Expeditions from the Donintoan Republic 
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and Jfioaragua will be launched by boats and men will 
be parachuted into Cuba from the Dominican Republia 
where 40 or SO former Cuban pilots are now waiting , 
More than 20,000 former army and police men reportedly 
also are waiting for the signal to Join the fight 
against Castro , According to the sheuroe, the at oj 

is now set and the movement is watting word fron{ 

in the Escambray area to start action , This action, 
according to the sburos, will definitely be initiated 
during the month of May and it is expected that Castro 
will be finished within 30 days , 


bic 


If the movement is suet 



Authentic PariyTof Carlos Prio SocarrdsJ { 
the Orthodox Party / and a representative of the AUthSf 
Party of Grau San Martin, Free elections will be held 
within six months with both AuthenticParties and the 
Orthodox Party participating , W/f former 

Cuban labor leader exiled in MesRoo^i^oooperating along 
with other anticommunist Cuban labor elements, Anti-Castro 
groups of Cubans in Merida and Mexico City, Mexico ; Haiti/ 
Dominican Republic / Nicaragua/ and Miami, Florida//, are 
cooperating , 




For your additional information Rolando Masferrer 
was interviewed on April 29, 19S9 , Masferrer furnished 
the following informations 


Masferrer denied being involved in any arms 
purchases or shipments and stated sufficient arms were 
available tn Cuba and the Domintoan Republic, He claimed 
not to be involved in any violations of United States laws. 
He declined to answer if he had sent any men to the 
Dominican Republic explaining that his friends might be 
involved. He stated that he is not in contact with my 
of his n ttgere n (Uasf error 's private army) in Cuba but 
ts certain that some of them are armed in the mountains 
of Cuba, He stated that he has no doubt that the unifi- 
cation of forces opposed to Castro in Cuba will occur and 
that it is possible that he will Join such forces if §Uoh 
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18 look good to him , Masf errer stated that 
^ ^roouJd be acceptable to head the unification movemen 
stated that all activities against Castro are 
taking place outside the United State^xoen^ropaganda 
and general discuss ions* He stated has been 

oppmcM ff»jf ffli.f'lf toner,/ 

reported that 
~^ar« extremely 

dTsVatisfied wiiK^iresent coruTffiTEKS TnCuba and are oons idered 
approachable by the ant i— Castro movement , Masferrer stated 
he was not engaged in the publication of "Tribuna, " an 
anti-Castro weekly published in Miami by Daniel Vasques f 
however , Masferrer admitted assisting Vasques, On April 26, 
1959, an associate of Masferrer advised that 6,000 oopiee 
of . Tribuna " were dropped on Saturday night, April 25, 1959 , 
by a plane in Cuba and about 3,000 oopies were dropped the 
preceding Wednesday, April 22, 1959 • This source indicated 
that on April 22, 1959, a Cuban P-51 plane unsuccessfully 
gave pursuit. 

On April 30, 1959, a source who is in a position 
to furnish reliable information, advised that within sU 
teeks on expedition toilJ the Q^inioan Republic 

\for the purpose 

of overthrowing Yldel Castro , i SI* or seven thousand 
Cubans will be involved in a land , sea and air operation , 

The participants will be former professionals of the 41uban 
Army and favy who have been undergoing training $» that 
Dominican Republic, Their training has been similar to 
that given United States Marines, Generalissimo Rafael 
Trujillo is supplying everything necessary except men as 
he feels Castro will attack the Dominican Republic if 
Castro is not first attaoked. According to the -source, 
anticommunist and anti-Castro Cubans _gr^_gont]^buMn 
finanoia^y with Ful gencio Batista, 

ing large contributions. Thirty 
thousanc^^n^^ormerly military and police personnel, are 
waiting to join in Cuba, Support is being received from 
a clandestine organisation in Cuba known as the An# t- 
Communist Latin-Amerioan Movement, The objective has the 
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enaction but not the phyetoal support of other Latin - 
American countries. If Castro is defeated 9 a revolutionary 

bnc 


We are endeavoring to obtain additional information 
in this matter • Tou will be advised of any additional 
pertinent information received • 



J - Director 

Central Intelligence Agency 
Attentionj Deputy Director t Plane 

1 - Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence 
Department of the Army 

Attentiont Chief $ Security Division 

1 - Director of Naval Intelligence 

1 - Office of Special Investigations 
Air Force 


1 - Immigration and Naturalisation Service 


1 - Bureau of Customs 


The £%ource who is not identifier 

Jeeond source is _ 

r urnished~Sata on 4/30/59. Letter is olassifiec 

since unauthorised disclosure could jeopardise international 
relatione • 
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Date : 
To : 



April 29, 1959 
Director, FBI (1©9««43 | &) 
Legat, Mexico (109-70) 


All INFORMATION CONTAINED 

Liter "tow 


FPM 


Rerep S A 



r dated 3/4/59 at Mexico, 



Since the submission of rerep, no pertinent 
activities concerning captioned matter have been reported 
through sources and confidential informants of this office. 

ted no 

significant movemend^f Cuban nsmTonalsthrough the State 
of Yucatan. recalled that prior to and immediately 

following the rise of the CASTRO government to power in Cuba 
the State of Yucatan had been the scene of concentr^ed 
activity on the part of the Cuban rebels. stated 

that he/believed that if the Cubans once agairRmciae to 
utilizu-Mexico as a base of operations such a move would be 
immediately noticed in Yucatan in view of the close geo- 
graphical proximity and its previous history as hav^ncj been 
ut^^ized by the Cubans as a base of operations, 
stated *hat in the event such activity is noted 
future 2he will immediately advise this office. 

On Page 11 of rerep it 

*nd 

____ »ad traveled xo.cuoa on 2/9/59 andwer^^cpected tc 
return in early Mqr$h,rl959. On 4/13/59 protect/ 
identity, who has ^drhlshe^re^ able jpform^ran in the 

s a tha t wK/KKEKKM/KKtKtt ha 

returned to M9Xico^l5w3By5! air on 4/9/59. U ponne^return 
she told the informant ¥n at 4BHIHMHMflP was still in 
iCuba and was not expected to come bac^nuil the endjjf 
"/April, 1959. Theinformaj^^ubsequently advised SAl 
/o on 4/27/59 that4HflH|^^^IHPwas still in Cuba and had 

* - 4 - Bureau • o. 

1 - Mexico City irV 1 09 ▼ 
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It is believed that upon return 

to Mexico this office will be in a position to develop 
information regarding his activities in Cuba vis-a-vis 
the present Cuban government. This data and other pertinent 
matters will then be submitted in report form to the Bureau. 


loic 


Extra copies of this communication are being fur- 
nished to the Bureau for transmittal to the Havana and 
New York Offices for information. 


This matter is being maintained in a pending status 
in view of the foregoing. 
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Director, FBI (109-12-20) 


CUBAN POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 
FOREIGN POLITICAL O . 



r May 12, 1989 




/ c s> m sir rt •- - * 


Reurlet 4-9 89 captioned as above. 


A review of a translation of the "Coarse in Political 
Economy" forwarded as an enclosure to relet Indicates that it 
follows closely the Marxist economic interpretation of history. 
In fact, Marx Is quo ted on page five of the translation, a copy 
of which is transmitted herewith for your information. 

Hie Central Research Section, which reviewed the 
traqstation, was unable to determine the specific source from 
-which the enclosed material was obtained. 

’incldsure 
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1 - Foreign Liaison Unit (Route through for review) 



*ullivan . 
Toom 
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NOTE: 


££.’ / j j , l £^- 

r "Course in Political Economy" furnished to Legat, Havana, 
by % S. Army Attache there. 
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Ro loeal dissemination has been made due to the fac. 
that the activities of this delegation were cowered by the 
press* 

In the event of dissemination at SOU It Is requested 
that the soiree be protested Z 
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Department of the Army 

Attentlont Chief, Security Dtvieion 

Bureau of Cuetome 

Director of Naval Intelligence 

Office of Special Invent i gat tone 
Air force 

Immigration and Natural i eat ton Service 

Major Oeneral Hebert Al Breitmeteer, U8AP 

Dtreotor for Intelligence 

The Joint Staff 

Hoorn 29966 

The Pentagon 

Vamhington 25, Dm Cm 
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Belmont 
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McGuire 
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Parsons 
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Tamm 

Trotter 


W.C. Sullivan __ 

Tele. Room 

Holloman 

Gandy — 




URGENT 
10 01 RECTOR 


5-6-59 


DECLASSIFIED Bf 

5il'.|25. 

me 


ON 



FROM LEGAT, HAVANA NO. 666 

FOREIGN P OLITICAL MATTERS - CUBAi ANTI FIDEL CASTRO ACTIVITIES, 
IS-CUBA. MBAOVTsEOThAY 7 ANNS REFERRED TO IN HAVCAB 
MAY 5 PURCHASED BY EX CUBA N SENATO R ROLANDO UA3FERRER AND 
U.S. PILOT NAMEDlHBQRflBHAY FLY ONE OF PLANES FOR 
BATISTA ELEMENT} ARMS REPORTEDLY INCLUDE 1000 ENFIELD RIFLES 
ANO ISO THOMPSON MACHINE GUNS. STATES INFORMATION PASSED TO 
HER BY CAMILO CIENFUEGOS FOR QUOTE PAS SING TO FBI IN HOPES 
IT CAN 00 SOMETHING ABOUT IT UNQUOTE. STATES ACCORDING 

TO ^■■§^■■■■■■■■■1^000 MARINES HAVE 
RECEIVED TRAINING BY CASTRO FORCES TO BE USED FOR INVASIONS 
OTHER COUNTRIES BUT PUN ABANDONED AS RESULT CASTRO EMBARRASS- 
MENT OVER PANA MANIAN INCIDENT ANO FEAR OF CRYSTALIZING OAS 

AGAINST CUBA. ^MEbEPO RTEOLY QUOTED RAUL CASTRO AS STATI NG 
FIDEL PROMISED TO APPOINTflHBBH^Hi^HA AS ' 
LABOR MINISTER ANO TO CHANGE AGRICULTURE MINISTER UPON RETURN 
TO CUBA. NO INDICATION FROM OTHER SOURCES HERE THAT SUCH ACTION 
RE MINISTER OF LABOR WILL TAKE EFFECT ANO LEGAT 00UB15 SAME AS 
THIS MINIS TER HAS PROVEN TO BE VERY QUOTE PRO L ABOR UNQUOTE. 

concerning l egat in formed 

YESTERDAY BY SOURCE CLOSE TO THIS INDIVIDUAL THAT^BOIS- 
APPOINTED AT QUOTE LEFTIST UNQUOTE TREND OF GOVERNMENT AND FACT 








It 


not record®© 
191 MAY 201983 


ILS&ElIZ ouuUe Ae Bureau ' “ “ 



- (T*t. 2-25-59) 


□ Airgram 


DECODED COPY 

Q Cablegram 


ToUon 

Belmont 

De Loach 

McGuire 

Mohr 

Parsons 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan - 

Tele. Room 

Holloman 

Gandy 


PAGE TWO FROM LEGAT, HAVANA NO. 68B 


IN AGRARIAN REFORM PROGRAM WHICH 

CCHtANOER ERN ESTO QU OTE CHE UNQUOTE GUEVARA APPEARS TO BE 
CONTROLLING. fl^PREPORTEDLY STATED ABOUT 1700 EXECUTED 
TO DATE INSTEAD LESS THAN 600 REPORTED AND FURTHER 90 DAY 
SUSPENSION HABEAS CORPUS EFFECTED BY RAUL CASTRO AND QUOTE*! 
CHE UNQUOTE GUEVARA WITHOUT CLEARANCE WITH FIDEL. ONLY > 3 
INFORMATION RE MAR INES DISSEMINATED HERE. CLASSIFY SEQrfE1£ 
TO PROTECT ■■ r a> 


b“7C/b 


JAMES T. HAVERTY 


RECEIVED: 5-6-59 4:24 PM HJT 


* \*\' a ■ y 

P3«t 


-• 


o 

co 

p 


u 

o 

1 / 


ro 

a** 


If the intetiicence contained in the above message is to be outside the Bureau , it is suggested that it be suitably 

paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau 9 s cryptographic systems • 
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FD-36 (Bov. 12-13-56) 



Transmit the following in 

AIR-TEL 


PROM: SAC, NEW YORK (109-112) 

o 

POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 

ist^cuba 



Enclosed herewith for the information 
of the Bureau are 11 copies of a letterhead memo setting 
forth information concerning naturalized US citizens who 
are officially connected with the new Cuban Government 
and 11 copies of a reliability memb setting forth 
the reliability of the informants used. 





T> 


FD-36 (Rev. 12-13-56) 


F B I 


Date: 


Transmit the following in 
Via 


***'**%' » * . ■ 

■ * I. i i t | i j 


( Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing ) 


NY 109-112 



b2 

B70 

bX 


Information contained in attached memo 
was not disseminated to INS locally as It was felt that 
this information should be disseminated at the Seat 
of Government and is a matter for state Department in 
Washington, D.C. to decide. Unless advised to the 
contrary, no dissemination of this Information will be made 
to INS, NYS* 

The NYO will conduct no further investigation 



interest to the Bureau 


bno 


- 2 - 


0^*1 j 




Ill 1 1AL 


Approved: 


Sent 


M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 
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nr-i 



on May 


1959* advised that the 


Cuban Government of Flder\®astro, Prime Minister of Cuba, 
ha^done many things" "wnXcirs©re In violation of protocoTT 
■■V stated that the most flagrant example of this . „ 

in the New Yor k Consulate of Cuba Is the case Involving o< 

■■miimimm^Vstatea that In all countries, certain , . 
rules of protocoiare 3tx*ictly followed, but that the O 

Government of Castro had disregarded these rules of long 
standing. He stated that during previous Cuban administrations, 
in order to serve in the foreign service of Cuba, one had 
to receive a university degree, pass an 
work himself up in the Consular Service 




MX 


^■■Pstated that did not attend the 

foreign service school, nor did he pasB his exami 


he ever 








^HHPalso stated that there are several ' 

individuals in the Cuban Consulate in New York City who 
hold resident visas, and it is his understanding of the lav; 
that any o n^holdlng a resident viBa must automatically waive 
immunity. ^H^^further stated that under such conditions 
individuals connected with the Consulate of Cuba in New York 
who have resident visas, must also pay income tax an^iot 
be allowed to receive goods from Cuba duty free. 




CONFIDENTIAL 



also stated that it is his opinion from past experiences 
that ninety per cent of the individuals who carry Cuban 
Diplomatic Passports, not only those assigned in the 
United States but also those assigned to other fbrelgn 
countries, are engaged in illegal activities and use / 
their diplomatic passports to cover up such activities « I/PjyI J 

Concerning the July 26 Movement, it is / 

noted that this movement was founded by Fidel Castro, 

Cuban rebel leader, who led an unsuccessful attack on 
the Moncada Barracks on July 26, 1963.« from whence his 
organization has taken its name. Castro and eighty-two 
followers left Mexico aboard the yacht "Gramma" and 
landed in Or lent e .Province, Cuba on or about December 2, 

1956, whereupon/engaged the Caban forces of ex-president 
Fulgencio Batista until January 1, 1959* when Batista 
and his government fled Cuba. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of any kind. It is the property of the 
FBI, and Is a loan to your agency; it and/or its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OP JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
New York, New York 
May 19# 1959 

Re: Foreign Political Matters - Cuba 


Reference is made to New York memorandum 
dated and captioned as above. fl • 


fBItmentioned in referenced memorandjmis 
an informant whose reliability has not been determined due 
to insufficient contact. 


►is an informant who has furnished 

reliable information in the past. 


L2 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of any kind. It is the property of the 
FBI, and is a loan to your agency; it and/or its contents 
are not to be distributed outside your agency. 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED' 

hereuuiuncussified 

date£k3£Slby. 




rp 


CODS 


cablegram 


uty snt >3 office, 
weekend oj May ana 24, 1959 • . 
(See not e ) 


5/19/59 


co MHeftCf/M- 


URGENT 


TO LEG AT HAVANn 

FROM DIRECTOR, FBI (109-12-210) 


MANAMA 

*>\ ao ‘W fen srAr^ 


FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS DASH CUBA . BUREAU PLANS TO DISSEMINATE 
ON HI OS LEVEL MAY TWO SEVEN NEXT SUMMARY OF CURRENT CUBAN SITUATION 
WITH EMPHASIS ON EXTENT OF COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN GOVERNMENT, 

CUBAN INVOLVEMENT IN LATIN AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITY, 
PARTICULARLY NICARAGU/iN, AND CHARACTER MD PLWS OF ORGANIZED 
/. iNTI DASH CASTRO OPPOSITION. BY MAY TAJ THREE NEXT SUCnBLE SUCCINCT 
RESUME OF RECENT DEVELOPMENTS ALONG THESE LINES AS DESCRIBED BY 
YOUR SOURCES . SPECIFY SOURCES AND DO NOT INCLUDE DATA ORIGINATING 

NR. 

WITH OTHER U. S. AGENCIES . . 7 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED r(v|p 

• irnrui ir* iimoi Aceinrn' t a A. 1 ^ J ’ ■*■** — » — — 


RDCt 




HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 

DAT ULiM-sW 


" I ( ^ -r- 

NOTEr Attention Duty Agent i If cable received from Havana j 


response to this cable, contact R • D. C'oiicWiPRuVED 
1 - Foreign Liaison Unit (route through for reu/tf^pYf^OB'f . 


NOTEr r ->We are tentatively planning to include summary of 
current Cuban attuation in 5/2?/59 Cinal (Current Intelligence 
Analysis) letter which la diaaeminated to some 35 other 
Government agencies and top ranking officials • During 
past 3 weeks 2 Cinal releases have contained information 
regarding Cuban situation and it is felt we should follow up I 
with picture of current dff ml opments. Cuban situation is of 
tremendous interest at this time • Cable being sent via 
State Department facilities at no cost to Bureau. 

. J h»U 3 .29 r— "T - < 

- to ... “■ rJ , / o«#'w 

; - 



CHANGED TO 


SEP IQ 1959 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLAS 

daie/ ^-47 
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Office Memtjmdu 

CO 




TO 


rmoM 


SUBJECT: 


til. H. Belmont 
: S, B , Donahoe. 

O 



UNITED ST’ES GOVERNMENT 

n 

Jfiy 50, J959 

in c 



DATE 


gQ LLTIOAL VSITmTIW IN CUBA 
INTERNAL SECURITY - OCffiF " 


CLASSIFIED BY __ 
DECLASSIFY ON: 
JtJ 


via li aison 

ibS by _ 

served as a souree o. 


On 5/13/59 Immigration and Naturalisation Service (INS), 
made available * 



to Bureau a report which was p 
INS advised that 
formation for INS, Havana, Cuba , 




4 advised 


f re portedly as communis texpert, Legat, 
lerative w ith Havana Office whi. 

assigned SHBVHHHIHHVHHiflHVPHP bui> there were some 
indioation^tha^SM^o^^ni^oommSil8t information was dreamed up m , ^ 

and was not based on fact , There were alsosomerwnors in polios circle^ 



but never confirmed by Havana Office that i 
official position to shake t 4SML.indlViduals bi 
them of bi 


was usi) 
threatening to 


10 


9 


_.ie above-mentioned report which was dated 4/14/59 points oi 
oemMiqti s t penetration and communist tactics of Castro , 8 July 26 J Movement, t-fc, 
animates connection of Raul Castro, Ernesto "Che" Cue vara, and several ®Y£> 
other oojfikmists with the Movement , Following fall cr^iatista,oommuni^t . 
prgsagan0 began to appear on newsstands and radio , ^des- 

o&tyd MM ent status of communist propaganda in Cuba as well organised l>- 
and offRl^p. He stated an office has reportedly been established in 
la mrtress whioh is under Guevara's control from which communist rs* 

instfjtotiom* for agitation and conspiracies in Latin America originate, 1 n> 
ita9i0h i ^reportedly organised outside of Cubc^^distraot 

nation and to advance communism, MBff/Ktt/B^indfoated r. , 
ieal interest" reportedly is givenff^^^^^^^evolut ion i/fl ^ 
arms and money being furnished for this^r-^ 

is member of Communist Party (CP)of Puerto Rifio, on 
and subject of aotiy^ .investigations He is presently in 
vities are being' foMowSd by Legat, Havana ) , 


from Qn 
greats* 
Puerto 
purpos 
securi 
Cuba a 



bl 



YHNtjlw 

®?M^26 1959 


Memorandum Donahoe itr^ Belmont 
Bet POLITICAL SITUATION IN CUBA 
109-12-21Q 


■ >. j i 




identified a number of individuals connected 
with Cuban armed forces , Cuban Government labor and other phases of 
Cuban endeavor as communists and procommunists. 


yic. 

kflDl 


stated policy being followed by Cuban Government 
is one of "aggression" against United 8tate^(U^8^ and certain 
Latin-Ameriean countries • According IHHHV to anarchy 

I in Cuba, some oommunistgroups are being armed through assistance of 
Haul Castro • pointed out existence of censorship in Cuba • 

He decried the wanton execution, imprisonment and harassment of Batista 
followers, anticommunists and counterrevolutionaries, as well as the 
anti-American trend, particularly the attack on American-made products 
and the Cuban Government 9 s determination to destroy capitalism • 




(1) T hat the names of the persons and organisations mentioned 

in the report indexed • 

Jr bic 

blD 

(2) That the attached l etter bo sent to Legat, Havana, 

enclosing a copy of report* Legat, Havana, is being 

instructed to ondeavej^t^j>orif^^he information that money and arms 
are being furnished to f urnish current comments as 

to reliability and oredtbdl ityiy of( 












CONFIDENTIAL 1 

cm^mivr, 
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T#U. Room _ 
Holloman __ 


URGENT 5-5-59BH 
TO DIRECTOR 


:* r .ff*u laN v & :p u ... 

i PR . N * j ~ * * b ) 

L / L i-4. * / • \r\.C S) ' H’i' W 


FROM LEGAT, HAVANA NO. 684 ' 


/* V"** 

/FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA. IS - CUBA. REBUCAB 


LAST CAFTIONED^iOEL^ASTRO 
ADVISED \ 

HAVE ASSEMBLED7*?MS IN WEST PALM BEACH AREA POSSIBLY 
2 P-51 PL/fNES TOB^JSED IN COUNTER-REVOLUTION AGAIN 

Unknown date. flHi states possibility mentioned p 


iWTffl; 


ISE OPERATIONS THIS OFFICE 


CONTINUE TO RECEIVE 4'NFG FROM^^^^VTOROUGH 


f K ^ 
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TO DIRECTOR 
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all information contain® 

HEREIN, IS UNCWSSIFIEQ V} 

NO 697 


jmkv.,. 

iwri 


TICAL 


FORErGN TQj ITICA1 MATTFRS^ CUB At ANTI FIDEL C ASTRO ACTIVITIES . Inf 

i iiiii|JMBMMB^niiii may 13 thatOBHB» yX 

|HH[|piLDHER ON MAY 13 CASTRO HAS HAZY DREAM OF ^ If) jl 
LIBERATING LATIN AMERICAN PEOPLE FROM DICTA TORS AN D EVENTUALLY 
UNITING LATIN COUNTRIES POSSIBLY INTO ONE. REPORTEDLY Jj&L 

•STATED CASTRO MET MAY 9 WITH GROUP OF HAITIANS AND MAY 10 WITH jjgmm 
GROUP COMPOSED OF GUATEMALANS, NICARAGUANS AND 2 COSTA RICANS,^MPI 
BOTH MEETINGS FOR PURPOSE DISCUSSING HELP IN INVASIONS TO BE 
GIVEN BY CASTRO. MEETINGS ENDED WITH NO AGREEMENT REACHED BUT \ 

WITH CASTRO’S ASSURANCE OF HELP. IDENTITIES OF PERSONS AT MEET- ^ 

INGS NOT AV AILABLE AND NO REPORTS FRO M OTHER SOURCES SUCH MEET- / 
INGS HEL D. REPORTEDLY ADV I SED fl^^F I DEL HAD SEEN v 

f/EE DOMINICAN REVOLUTIONARY, THREE TIMES PAST WEEKEND AND 
THAT SON OF PRESIDENT TRUJILLO OF DOMINICAN REPUBLIC IS TRYING TO A 
PROVOKE SITUATION WITH CUBA WHICH WOULD PROMPT T RUJILLO TO ALLOW p 

MILITARY FORCE UNDER THE SON 70 STRIKE AT CUBA. flHPOF OPINION fv 
FIDEL MIGHT RESORT TO MILITARY FORCE AGAINST PANAMA IF DIPLOMATS L 
FAIL TO GAIN RELEASE CUBAN EXPEDITIONARI ES HELD IN PANAMA. 
■■^ADVISED UNDISCLOSED SOURCE STATED RAUL CASTRO RECEIVING 
I THREE AND HALF PERCENT ON SALES BY CERTAIN FRUIT SHIPPERS FOR jEP 
QUGTE'EXPEDI T l NG*UNflUMTE SHIP PING OF FRUIT OUT OF COUNTRY. 

TENTATIVELY POANS DEPART CUBA MAYJ4, X 
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MUi Jfcy I* 1959 


Hr. M. Tulin On Hoy 
Director 

Off inn of Seaurtty 
Department nf Stntn 
515 Sand Mtmnt , M. W. 
Wanhingtnn 2$, B. C. 


all information CONTAINED 

ggj&jS&ft 


Trent 


John Mdgur Hoover, Dirontor 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Sub Jen tt ANTI-FIDIL CASTRO ACT 17 IT IRS 
INTERNAL SECURITY - CUBA 


srcmjRUBSifC.' 
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Cn May 1J, 1959,^^ wfco has 
furnished inf onset ton concern ing Cuban aeti vities in the 
past, advised that she learned from a Cuban official that 
Fidel Castro, Prime Minister of Cuba, has a hasy dream of 
liberating Lat in- American people from dictators and 
eventually uniting Lat in -American countries into possibly 
one nation . 

This Cuban official reportedly advised 
that Castro on May 9, 1959 , met with a group of fiaUtSie 
and on May 10 , 1959 » with a group made up of Guatemalans, 
Nicaraguans and two Costa Ricans. Both meetings allegedly 
were for the purpose of discussing aid to be given by Castro 
in forttoomi/^^jurt^^na. According to the information 
furnished the meetings ended and no agree- 

ment was reached . Horn ever, Castro's assurance of help 
was reportedly obtained. 


bic 


blC 
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past 


^Xh^^fore-ment toned Cuban official reportedly U" 
mKKEE^Emthat Fidel Caetre had ® 

I Bemtniaan revolutionary, three t imee durtn^the 
ekend and that the eon of Free iden t Trujillo of the 




Benin icon Republic jo trying to provoke a eituat ten with 
Cuba mhiqh would jpfrempt Trujillo to allow a military force 
under hi so on ‘tebtrike at Cuba. 
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It xoas the opinion of the of ore-men timed C nb e m 
official that Cactrc might remort tc the u»e of a military 
force against Panama if the diplomats failed te gain the 
release of the Cuban expeditienariee being held in ill n asm. 

According <*» unidentified scarce \~lO 

advised her that Raul Castro, Fidel Castro's brother, mam 
receiving three <mtd one-half per cent on sales by certain 
fruit shippers for m expediting * the shipping of fruit cut 
of the country. 
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Date t My 13 , 1959 


Tot Nr. f. Tomlin Bailey 

Direct or 

Office of Security 
Department of State 
515 22nd Street, N. w. 

Boohing ton, D. C. 

Trent John Edgar Boomer, Director 

Federal Bureau of fnwootigation 

Subject t ANTI-FIDEL CAStBO ACTIVITIES 

internal security - cuba 

fOREIQN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 
INTERNAL SECURITY - CUBA 


m ^ 
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T olson — 
Belmont - 
DeLooch. 
McGulie _ 

Mohr _ 
Parsons . 

Rosen 

Tamm 


Reference ic made to ay communication dated 
Mm y 6 , 1959 , captioned m Anti -Fidel Oaotrc Activttiee • which 
tranemttted information to the effect that Bat iota Clemente 
had aeeembled arm tn the Beet Fa lm Beach area of Florida 
poeeitly in^uUi^tw^^S^pla nee. 

BH HHjHB mho hoe fumiehed information 
eoneerningCUban aotioitioe in the pact, on My 7 , 1959 , 
advieed that the arm mentioned in the referenced communication 
mre purehaeed by formr Cuban Se nator R ola ndo Me f error and 
that a United Statee pilot named or BBBB m V fl If 

one of the planee for the Bat iota element . Thd arm reportedly 
include 1,000 Enfield rtf lee and 150 Thempeon machine gune. 

She etated that the informtion me furntehed to her by Camile 
Ctenfueyoe , Caetro military leader, for "passing to FBI tn 
hopes it can do eomthing about it, 9 

2 - Miami (SEE NOTE FACE 3*)/^ 1 09*12-2 10 '(FIM - Cuba) 


Trotter - 
W.C. Sullivan JT 
Tele.; Room 

Holloman 

Gandy 


l - Neva York 
1 - AAG, ISD, 
date • 

VHNtclb 


88 M 36 1959 
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Mr. t. main BulUy 



|lut according to 

3,000 mar into have root i ved 

training by the Castro forooo to bo uood for invasion* of 
othor oountrios but the plan mao abandoned as a result of 
ombarrasmwwnt to Vostro over ths Panamanian incident and 
ths fear that ths aotiutttss of ths Organisation of American 
States mill be directed against Cuba • 

reportedly quoted haul Castro , Fidel 
Castro 9 s brother, promised 

nge the Minister 
re turn to Cuba • Conoemtng the 

information mas 

, mu a sours* close to this individual, 
is disappointed at the * 'leftist * trend §f the 
nment and ths fast that\ 

in ths agrarian reform program uMfoK commander Wrhssio "Che 
vara appears to be controlling • 




reportedly stated that about 1,700 
parsons have been executed to dote instead of less than 
600 as has been r sported and that the 90-day suspension of 
habeas corpus was teamed by haul Castro and Cue vara without 
Clearance of Fidel Castro , 


The above to for your information » we are 
endeavoring to obtain additional information and pertinent 
results will be furnished to you • 


2 - Btrootor 

Central Into Hi genes Agency 
Attention * Deputy Birector, Flans 


l - Assistant Chief of Staff for Intelligence 
Department of the Army 

Attontiont Chief , Security Division 



Ur, E, Tomlin Bailey 


1 - Director of Naomi intelligence 

I - Off too of Special investigations 
Air Norco 


l - Bureau of Customs 


l - Immigration and Natural i nation Service 


1 - ifeSer general Robert A . Brettweieer, USAF 
Director fgr Intelligence 
The Jblnt Staff 
Boom 28966 
The Pentagon 
Washington 25» D, C, 


i&ii.muMiu j oa m i* 

ReButel 5/5/59 captioned "Anti-Fidel Castro b"7C 

Activities , Internal Security - Cuba," Immedi ately endeavor 
to identify U,S, pilot named Submit results 

under separate oaptten. 


NOTE t Classified "SSCfST" to protect Legat , 

Havana, 
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MAY 2 2 1959 
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URGENT 5-22-59 3-35 PM JDS 

TO SAC, CINCINNATI, WASHINGTON FIELD 
FROM DIRECTOR f? 


all information contained . y 


ALLEGED CUBAN PLAN TO SEVER RELATIONS WITH 
UNITED STATES, ^JPM - CUBA. CINCINNATI IMMEDIATELY 
INTER VI Ewjmm^ TO DETERMINE EXACT STATUS OF 
%//////// IN U. S. , WHETHER HE HAS ANY GOVERNMENTAL 
CONNECTION, EXTENT OF HIS KNOWLEDGE OF CUBAN AFFAIRS AND 
WHETHER HE WOULD BE RECEPTIVE TO INTERVIEW REGARDING CURRENT 
CUBAN SITUATION. IN VIEW OF IMMINENT DEPARTURE Of| 

SUTEL RESULTS TO BUREAU AND WASHINGTON FIELD. INTERVIEW 
OF SHOULD BE DEFERRED PENDING RECEIPT OF * 

CINCINNATI INTERVIEW. WASHINGTON FIELD ADVISED. 
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Date: 5/20/59 


Transmit the following in 

Vin AIRTKL 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 
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TO : DIRECTOR, FBI (109-12-210) 

FROM : SAC, CINCINNATI (109-2) 




SUBJECT: 


ALLEGED CUBAN FLAN TO SEVER 
RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES 
PGREttUpFOLITICAL NATTERS - CUBA 


ReBulet to Cincinnati 5/8/59* 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


.of Washington Field Off loo and 


< I 


Corps P i 

<■■1 JUBOtlOB Clt-r. Ohio | tolepho i 
I 47*8/59 from Junctlen^Hpy. 
former CIO Agent. reported t< 


For informatloi 

Haw Or loans, on 4/28/5 _ _ 

Operation# Officer, Region IV, 109 th Counter Intelligence 
. Co rns Group (CIC), Columbus, Ohio, advised that ai 

ipned the CIC Office ox 
1 described himself as a 

_ 10 CIO that his wife had 

conversed with a "Cuban expatriate", name not disclosed, 
who was visiting a state institution near Junction City. 
During the conversatlo^wjUiJ^ihe "Cuban expatriate”, he 
reportedly inf ormedjHifliHHlF that his country was planning 
extraordinary steps in nationalisation of businesses and 
severance of relations with the united States. 

Ivlsed that it was not possible 
to determine whetherVIHP Is actually a former CIC Agent, 
ilnce thi a woul d have to be verified through CIC Headquarters 





- Bureau (RE) 

2 - Washington Field 
2 - New Orleans (RM) 
2 - Cincinnati sa 


WEDtpar 

-49F 



Owl'- “ ,R£C ^ 
‘^EX-iuz 



bx 


9 MAY at 1*59 


Approved 
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£>&£>:£uo' fjU 




±, 


V H 


pecial Agent in Ci 








F B I 
Date: 



Approved: 


Special Agent in Charge 
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VD-3MR»v. 12-13-56) 


Transmit the following in 
Via 


Cl 1Q9-2 


Date: 

(Type in plain text or code) 

(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


pans is requested to loeate and interview 
for all information she can furnish 
this matter. 


le ld, at the Ambassador Hotel, will 
interview regarding his knowledge of the 

information set out above, UACB. 

nelnnati, at Cambridge, Ohio, will interview 
regarding the statements above attributed to 


For information of Washington Field and Hew Orleans 
referenced Bureau letter instructed as follows: 

Ohless ^fim^eaaso]^zi|t^te the contrary, you 
should interview VHHHHHHHP Surep. During 
Interview obtain all pertinent data concerning Cuban 
situation, determine identity of Guban expatriate and 
consider setting out lead to have him Interviewed for all 
pertinent data. 


Approved: 

e 

Sent _ 

M Per 


Special Agent In Charge 
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FD-36 (R.v. 12-13-56) 


Transmit the following in 


A UTIL 


Date: 5/22/59 
FIAI1 TUT 

(Type in plain text or code) 

il l MAIL 

(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


DIBBCTOR, FBI (199-12-210) 


DIBBCTOR, 


0111111 (199-24) 


ALUKttD CUBA1 FIAM TO 81TK1 
RBL4TI0M WITH THX OTITfD 8TATK8 
FOBS IGB^POLITICAL I4TTBRS - CUBA 




FOBBIGB^ POLITICAL 1ATT1IS - CUBA 

Be Ciaciaaati air tel to Bnreav, 5/20/59. 

Kx^he records of th e Juag Betel ae aado avai lable 

ea thatfl^fc 

^*fr OhiA f vas a guest at 
Zrea 5/1(5/59 to 5/29/59. She checked out 
of the hotel at 1:19 FB oa 5/29/59. 


Iaqulry aade at the AaJLge jbt«1^4^jMMteteur 
Highway, law Or lea as, revealed that had 

resided there from 5/lV5^^/lV59. It vas also aoted 
that her daughter , had resided there froa 

6/11/59 to 5/13/59 u fr q fi (jT 


Ciaciaaati. haadlo lead so 

airtol to iatorview 


- BUG - 


ML INFORMATION CONTAINED^ . 


f - Bureau (BM) 

- Ciaciaaati (109-2) (BM) 
1 - Mew Orleaas 

VCD: jib 

(«) 


th la re Ciaciaaati 
BiCHMAl 

jtC-28 

/ O / ~ / 2- 

MAY 3^1959 




1 Agent in Charge 


.M Per 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. S. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS SECTION 


MAY 2 4 195' 

TELETYPi 




2-04 PM MH 




fi)L / 'j Tic qJ~ llLz 


T. To] 
l * Belmonl 
r. DeLoac h - 

Mr. McGuire 

Mr. Mohr __ 

Mr. Parsons 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Trotter 

Mr. W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room,. 


Mr. Holloman_„ 
Miss Gandy 




FROM SAC, NEW YORK 

ALLEGED CUBAN PLAN TO SEVER RELATIONS WITH U.S. FPM DASH C 
WFO TELEPHONE CALL TO NEW YORK FIVE TWENTY THREE FIFTY NINE. 

^INTERVIEWED FIVE TWENTY FOUR FIVE NINE NEW YORK CITY 
BUT WERE UNABLE TO FURNISH SPECIFIC INFORMATION ABOUT PLANS OF CUBAN 
GOVERNMENT , THEY DENIED STATING CUBA PLANNED TO BREAK TRADE OR OTHER 
RELATIONS WITH U.S. AND STATED THEY HAVE NO INFORMATION TO THIS EFFECT. 
THEY SAID THEY MAY HAVE STATED CASTRO GOVERNMENT IS REDUCING THE 
IMPORTATION OF LUXURIES FROM U.S. AND THAT THIS MAY HAVE BEEN MISINr 
TERPRETED. THEY FURNISHED INFORMATION ABOUT GENERAL SITUATION IN 
CUBA WHICH INDICATED STRONG COMMUNIST" INFLUENCE IN RULING 
CIRCLES. MEMORANDUM WILL BE FURNISHED BUREAU FOR DISSEMINATION. 

N END AND ACK 
2-13 PM OK FBI A DM 
PLS DISC 



REC-28 


24 M W 27 1959 






I i. 

}*' 



ML INFQRMAlW H CTjgM fff 

wm\ 
m 


iol c ' 


flir. Balmont | 

C2j;;wi igsW 


/a x*o 
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FD-36 (R*v. 12-13-56) 


F B I 

Date: 5/25/59 


Mr. Tolson ^ 

Belmont .>^1 

Mr. DeLoach 

Mr. McGuire 

Mr. Mohr 


Transmit the following in 


Via 


(Type in plcun text or code) 


AIRTEL 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


DIRECTOR, FBI (109-12-^210) 

rom, • lT) ^Al4TTe« 


Mr. Parsons.. 
Mr. Rosen 


Mr. Tamm-. 

Mr. Trotter 

Mr. W.C.Sullivan 
Tele. Room 


Mr. Holloman 

Mias Gandy 



?o fl 


ALLEGED CUBAN PLAN TO SEVER 
RELATIONS WITH THE UNITED STATES 
FPM - CUBA 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HER Eiy^ll^ySSI FII 


Re Cincinnati airtel to Director 5/20/59; 
Bureau teletype to Cincinnati 5/2^59, and Cincinnati 
teletype to Director 5/22/59. 



^^_Or^5/23/59, SA4HH|^H|HHKdetermined 
that IHHPHHHV had checked ou^oftne Ambassador 
Hotel, WDC, that morning leaving a forwarding address 
Hotel P lymouth. NYC. No further info was available re 
itinerary or traveling companions. 


On that same date, NYO, 

was telephonic ally advised of the pertinent details 
of instant matter and given theabove forwarding 
address. He was advised that fHHfc should be immediately 
interviewed and th^Bureau immediately advised. He was 
also advised that^HI^ would be suspicious of strangers 
that a Spanish speaking agen^should be utilized, and 
mention should be made^to'j^HH^concerning the FBI’s 
previous contact with ®BH^HM(^Theabpve info was 
telephonic ally furnished to SupvTlIi^^llB at the Bureau 
on that same date. RUC. 

Bureau ^ * 

Moui YlTplf [plli 

j^npinnati (109-2) (info) (RM) 




c 





1 

1 


i 01 -)JL- £14-57"*' 



RBKssah 

(7) 

P c - W*-. 


HVi51 Mktih,}) 


Approved; 

6 2 JUN 1 






.M Per 


il Agent in Charge 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DATI 


„ BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
U. DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

COMMUNICATIONS section 

MAY 2 2 1959 


!EIN IS UNCLASSIFIED u l**f*Jrf 

TI4H 


REC 


% 


URGENT 


■ 22- 59 


7-57 PM EST 


RTC 


/ TO DIRECTOR, FBI AND SAG, WASHINGTON FIELD 

FRQffSAC, CINCINNATI 1 ) / C [ ]}jLL jlli± ' C 



Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr, 

Mr. %cGuire_. 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. Parsons. 
Mr. Rosen 


Mr. Tamm 

Mr. Trotter 

Mr. W.C.Sullivan 
Tele. Room 


Mr. Hollom an 
Miss Gandy 


ALLEGED CUBAN PUN TO SEVER RELATIONS WITH UNITED STATESj 
FPM DASH CUBA. REBUTEL TO CINCINNATI TODAY. 


CAMBRIDGE, OHIO . ADVISED TODAY, HIS BROTHER, 

WAS RECENTLY MARRIED IN CUBA AND IS IN THE U. S. ON A HONEYMOON 
TRIP. HE STATED HE DID NOT KNOW THE EXACT NATURE OF HIS VISA, 
BUT HE IS IN THE U. S. ONLY AS A TOURIST AND NOT IN ANY 
OFFICIAL CAPACITY FOR THE CUBAN GOVERNMENT. HE STATED 




IS REPORTEDLY VERY WELL ACQUAINTED WITH] 

AND FOR THAT REASON HIS KNOWLEDGE OF CURRENT CUBAN AFFAIRS IS 
VERY EXTENSIVE. ADVISED that JHHF V1LL NOT HESITATE TO 

FURNISH INFORMATION IN HIS POSSESSION REGARDING CUBAN AFFAIRS TO 
THE U. S. GOVERNMENT, BUT WILL BE EXTREMELY SUSPICIOUS OF ANY 
STRANGER WHO APPROACHES HIM REGARDING THIS MATTER BECAUSE HE 
WILL FEAR THA J /SUCH PERSON MIGHT BE EMPLOYED BY THE CASTRO 
GOVERNMENT 'STATED THAT IS EXTREMELY CONCERNED 




OtWNft oi 



p» 

l.f 


HTr. Belmont 1 


TWO COPIES IPO 


INED 


. A ^ 









in 


PAGE TWO 


ABOUT CURRENT CUBAN AFFAIRS BECAUSE HE FEARS THAT CUBA IS BEING 
TAKEN OVER BY COMMUNISTS, WHICH HE FEELS IS MOST UNDESIRABLE. 

WAS IN CUBA IN DECEMBER, FIFTYEIGHT, AND 
JANUARY, FIFTYNINE AND FURNISHED INFORMATION OBTAINED THROUGH HIS 


OWN OBSERVATION WHILE IN CUBA. 


ADVISED THAT 


SPEAKS 


VERY LITTLE ENGLISH AND IT WOULD BE MOST ADVANTAGEOUS IF HE 


COULD BE INTERVIEWED BY AMD/ AGENT WHO SPEAKS SPANISH. 


blC 


LETTERHEAD MEMORANDUM FOLLOWS. 
END WA 9-02 PM OK FBI WA WS 


DISCO 




> - 
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JT 74/ £> 4^/0. 

/Q/>e/}£> sAtr*Ad.U4'6*Jj 

y& && 

/Oe*/r-'r*y 

f &teAivty 6+*'* ***- 

?>r3<mss/e>Aj 4>y 4*e.**T9 **•**] 
d/3.t>M4^ eevjet 

*«.«• « W. *M,t> >r **- 

'rrte/z*. / 

jT/S2> / 
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POLITICAL SITUATION IN CUBA 
IS - CUBA 


"Rcurlet 5/2f/$9, 

In accc rdanee 
a copy of the report 0 } 

Enclosure 


TEN t ml} 

<S) 


1 - 


53401 


‘244B3 

r 109 - 12-210 serial^JJl 
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4-3 (Rer. 2-25-59) 


DECODED COPY 



h 


□ Airgram 


URGENT 5-25-59 
TO DIRECTOR 


&E Cablegram < 

t/ 


Mohr . 
Partons . 

RoisSn 

Tamm 


T rotter 

W.C. Sullivan _ 

Tele. Room 

Holloman 

Gandy 





NO. 727 


FROM LEGAT, HAVANA 

5 ~ 

FORElJI POLITICAlxMATTERS - CURA. 
FORMATION OF Oa« ffiuBAN - HUMAN 
BACKS BY LEADERS OF 28 OUT OF 


NEWSPAPERS 
■ROI 



HERE ANNOUNCE 
UN^MITE 
COMPOSE 


CUBA t? OONFEWERAT I ON OF LABOR. IN STATEMENT OF PRINCIPLES, 

|6R0U£ STRONGLY DENOUNCED COMMUNISM, CLAIMING IT WAS TRYING TO, 

1 INFILTRATE CUBAN REVOLUTION. JULY 26 ORGAN, Qjg^E^REVOLUCION 
jUNQU&TE, THIS DATE CARRIED ARTICLE R6FLECTI NG SUGAR WORKERS 
/UNION, LARGEST CUBAN UNION, AT NATIONAL CONGRESS HELD MAY 24 
I BY VOTE 88{j TO 13 CENSURED COMMUNIST NEWSPAPER, QUDiE'kjY uMQMMTE 
FOR GygJE’lTS DISTORTED, LYING, SLANDEROUS AND COUNTER REVOLUTION* 

ar^reporting: um mt 

mgVi 

umSu 


V 

n 

i 

\ 


jo 

U 


V 


v 



RECEIVED: 5-25-59 


JAMES T. HAVERTY 
5:44 PM HL 



REC- 58 /o ?-/. 5 -j 

tfc' . u ^ 




^B I ai 

WED ;#»8 



/<-V 

52 JUN 1 1959 


ph fr-KaWi/ 


If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau , it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau 9 s cryptographic systems • 
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F B I 


Date: y 5/27/59 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


( Type in plain text or code) 


Via 


(Priority or Method of Mailing ) 


y 


O- 


h hi tc ( JL r7) TT^o - CJU_ 

TO: DIRECTOR, PB| j 


PROM: 


SAC, NEW YORK (109-88) 



SUBJECT: CUBAN POLITICAL ACTIVITIES 

IS -CUBA 


ReNYtel to Bureau and Miami, 4/16/59. 

ReNYtel ad vised that addre ss 26 Broad Street, 
NYC, as furnished not exist. 

Miami was requested t^recontact^^BBBfor correct address, 
but to date Miami has not furnished NYO any additional 
information. - - — ' 


b?C 


This is to advise that established sources of 
NYO have furnished no information to date which would 
indicate CASTRO Government has rented any office for an 
intelligence center in NYC. P. 






Ml 



Y 


d. 


j 3 -J Bureau (RM) 

2- Miami (105 -1747) 
1- New York (109-88) 


(RM) 


yF 


# /A . 




FIL: jr 
(7) 


to b " 

u m 




1959 


n: & 


• 1 ^ * >>• v- * r i 






~tyiw 


Approved 




Sent 


.M Per 


55JUN3 1959° 


ial Agent, in Charge 
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PBI/DOI 


stated that ton Interesting Item which 
she had learned during her visit to Havana was that normal 
expenses incurred by the Presidsitial Palace since January 1, 
1959, have not been paid to this date. She stated that 
the debt incurred by the Presidential palace since January 
1, 1959, amounts to about 200,000 pesos. 


purchases 6 


advised that this debt represents 
meat, etc. which were purchased from 












0 


local tradesmen and businessmen In Cuba. 
stated that, in addition, none of the former outstanding 
bills Incurred by the former government of Fulgencio 
Batista prior to January 1, 195ft have been paid to the 
localmerchants and businessmen by the Castro Government. 
■MHHH also stated military purchases for the Army , 

and purchases by officials of the Cuban Government and »?£ 

confiscated property and ne cessary suppl ies for these 
properties havBPBeen paid. stated that not 

a single bill has been paid to the local businessmen* In 
Cuba by the present government and that It is not because 
there is no money In the Cuban treasury , but It is her 
belief together with the genera, opinion of other people 
in Havana, that this is all a well-laid plan to destroy the 
economy and businessmen and eventually seize their property. 



(■■■■■PalBo advised that It Is not a 
question of whether or not Cuba Is going Communist as It 
Is a fact that Cubaehas gone Communist. She stated that 
her Impression and ''the impression of many people In Havana 
was that Fidel Castro was naive and innocent of the 
Communist influence In his government. She stated that the 
(general reaction among the middle and wealthy classes b7C 

Is that Fidel Qastro Is not naive and not Innocent and that 
he is fully cognizant of thegamehelB playing in Cuba and 
the entire Caribbean area. stated that she had 

gone through the Communist uprising in Guatemala several 
years ago and that the present situation in Cuba is 100# 
different than Guatemala and that it Is more sinister / 
than what appears on the surface. 


- 7 - 
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advised that the good, intelligent 
people are dazed over the situation which has taken place in Cu 
since January 1, 1959. She stated that the general feeling 
is that the Cuban people are looking to the United States 
for assistance, not that they are looking for material help, 
but at least they desire to know whether or not they have 
the ma&l backing of the American people and the Government 
in their efforts to unsea^jh^^omminist Government which 
has taken over in Cuba. stated that in comparing 

Cuba with Guatemala,34>or had never gotten the position in 
Guatemala as it has gotten it in Cuba. 


advised that whether Fidel Castro 
is a "tool" op a "leader” of this Communist movement in 
the Caribbean, it is imperative for the security of the 
United States and this hemisphere that he be stopped and 
8 topped immediately or the United States would have the 
Communist threat® 11 * 1 problem bn their doorstep for the next 
50 years. 




i also stated that In regardUthe 
iquestion of executions it should be noted that the 
executions have no t been stopped as has been claimed by the 
Castro OovernmentJ|^HHH|^^advl8ed that she had been 
told byCI^HHHi^^B^attne executions totaled 1,700* 

from' another businessman in Orients 

province, who kept ah unofficial count together with another 
individual, advised her that there were 2,800 people executed 
that^they^knew about and that*they*had no knowledge of other 
executions which had taken place throughout the island. 


b7C 



which is beirg taught in the military establishments and that 
when they are not converted they are arrested for an infraction 


i 

i 


i 


t 

i 

i 

t 

j 
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of the law, their beards are shaved off and they are sent 
home. 

stated that In regard the talk Vnc 
about the invasions of various Caribbean countries from ' 

Cuba, she spoke to numerous people and also saw it with 
her own eyes. She advised that in the province of Pinar 
Del Rio she saw a group on the north coast of Pinar Del 
Rio who were being trained and also another group being 
trained in the central section of the same province. She 
advised that these individuals are commonly referred to 
as marines. She stated that they are distinguished by their 
dress which consists of blue shirts, khaki trousers, the 
round straight bill caps, characteristic of the Chinese, 
on which is a small red flag pinned to the front of the cap where 
there is usually found an insignia* She stated that these 
marines have good equipment and that all wear a side -arm 
and carry either a rifle or a Thompson sub -machine gun. 



d told her that these were the individuals 


vaslo n of the Dominican Republic 


i 


told her thatPidel Castro is as obsessed with the idea 
or invading the Dominican Republic and overthrowing General 
i8simo Trujillo as he was with the overthrow of Batista in 
Cuba. 


|HHHHH) 8 tated that Castro was embarrassed 
by the invasion of Panama, the attitude of the United 
States Government and the action taken by the Organization 
of American States (OAS). advised that Castro, 

upon his return to Havana, when questioned about these 
invasions, stated that it was not the nropi ti ow a mo ment to 
invade the various Caribbean countrhs . stated 

that it is the general opinion gathered from her various 


b7C 
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contacts during her recent visit to Havana, that when the time 
comes to invade the Dominican Republic, it will not be done 
by slow boats as in the cause of Panama and that it will 
possibly be done by air drops. 




also stated that while in Havana she 
ascertained that there were numerous Dftlomtians in Havana l 

at the same time and that they had been to see Fidel ' 

Castro. She stated that the talk waB to the effect that the 




11 




government in Colcimbia could not last and that there were 
serious problems in Colombia regarding the Communists, which 
she was completely ignorant of. 



certain rural areas and how the governmen t is unable to, 
ge^lnto these areas without fighting. HflflP 

MM also stated that the Communists hav^^akenovercomplete 
control of two Catholic universities in Colombia. 


stated that as a res ult of this 

irffirmation which she received from^HM^Lt shed some 
light on the possible reason why there were Colombians 
in Havana speaking to Fidel Castro, as she had heard 
a rumor tha^ they were also preparing an invasion of 
Colombia, but since she did not know the present conditions 
in Colombia she passed it off merely as idle talk and rumor. 


blc 


This document contains neither recommendations nor 
conclusions of any kind. It is the property of the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation, and is a loan to your agency; it 
and/or its contents are not to be distributed outside youp 
agency. 
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INSTATES DEPARTMENT O^XsTl OS- 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


New York* New York 
May 26, 1959 


furnished the following 


: Alleged Cuban Plan to Sever 
Relations with United States; 
Foreign Political Hatters -Cuba 

jointly bX/b^O 

on on Hay 24, 1959: 


Economic conditions In Cuba have grown steadily 
wore critical ever since the Castro government seised power 
In Cuba on January 1, 1959* Fidel OSftro has taken 
numerous steps to reduce the importation of 1 usury goods 
from the United states end neb none can be found on sale 
in the department stores. The rwisHspabion fees on 
American wade cap# are considerably hliier than on other 
foreign aide swan oars, lid Oasifb, himself, has. epsnly 
advocated the use et the smaller ears in cube. Moreover, 
on several occasions, Castro ha* -waar eseed a n anti -A merican 
attitude in his public speech*#. MB andf^Mi stated 
that When*** their comment e, as above, way have been b Si- 

mla interpreted by some individuals as indicating that bio 
Castro contemplates severing business a nd diplo mat ic _ 
relations with the milted Settee, they fflBHh ird|HP 
never made say such eencluslve statement and have no 
specific information to this of feet. Quito to the contrary, 
they said it is their opinion that Cuba and the cestro 
government are In dire need of economic aid from the 
United States. 

*n4(BH further informed that it was 
their opinion cnat Castro planted a small number of his 
"hard-core” supporters throughout the crowds he addressed in bX. 


his publle 


t was 


Lbiiity of 



llD 


tmmtlkcltto ih tt&MN 

laid ill nbiiiiritlQil V hfct irc A m 

did not na tive the general of the people of 

Cuba end it was Very noticeable that Castro 1 # derogatory 
remarks about the ifttted States went net wildly cheered by 
the masses. 

all nopoBiiignow ooNTAoaDu 
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ALLEGED CUBAN PLAN TO SEVER RELATIONS 
WITH UNITED STATES; TORSION POLITICAL 

- _ 


The Castro g ov ernme nt steps into these industries 
and assume# control by appointing one sr sere faithful 
supporters as govemmsnt liaises official# on the board 
responsible for directing the business Or industry. Through 
this liaison official* ths Castro gs ws— d has absolute 
dictatorial powers as to eentraots and owitments entered 
into by the intervened" businesses < ga asst instances* 
the XitiSen official has as mmtm m bustness egpenenee 
to justify his appointment* ah* this, coupled with extreme 
sencessiens being made te labor la hast ening bankruptcy 

#fiyt ..I a * so fa As 

In general, the only «ueiifise*lo& the liaison 
official!** is pledged aaicgiaasa te eastro. In some 
industries* the llaissn ©ffieisls hare decreed nags <**, ■ 
Increases up to 30 per cent far 'MM 1 * gush tags 
increases* along with the $**#§$*# of sensuaer prices* 
h««» eliminated profit free sway industries and 
rewowed incentive far capital tnvestaent. the informants 
predieted that the M of foreslghtednes* la the present 
dubs* government* • eeensmte pel teles will result in the 
eeoncsoc strangulation ef dims. 

they added that as « result of such policies* 
the middle class and the rich of Cuba are sullenly opposed 
to Castro. They said that two of the largest department 
•teres in Havana* Cubs* announced that business is so bad 
they are «a the verge at closing* She informants opined 
that whereas the peasants and laborers now look upon 
Castro as their benefactor* the bids will Abruptly turn 
as more businesses fail and unemployment increases by 
staggering numbs ra. The informants pointed out that 
the Sugar crop will soon be harvestedend warn resulting 
Increased unemployment will r e du oe the yurehaalng power ef 
the people. 

This in turn, will force many businesses to close 
and will be the start of economic chaos for Cuba. 
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ALLE Q8P CUBA N PUB TO 8BVSH RELATIONS 

with nmi grants; poasiow pour* cal 

MAyma * c«a 


The informants said that only through another 
revolution la any thence possible. A shange through 
democratic promenade is hat possible, Castro tagged all 
potential political figures aha night appos e pin in 
Cuba, According to the infnnnanta* the Castro government 
has decreed that ell polities! candidate# in the Cuban 
elections of Wevember, igpi» art ^InhabUltado", wt&efc 
tern mans that, they art prohmted anas |i> toting 
Inpublic ihwnett, (ft) running for public office* and - 
(3) purswing their profession* ewsb as law or teaching. 


Among the individuals she have suffered the loss 
of these righto are the following: 



The informants advised that they have a friend 
who served as a lieutenant in Castro'S revolutionary troops 
and who told than that oho entire battalion of the July Path 
Movement troops was eeamosed of Oospnniita. The informants 
also stated that t hap havo another friend* an aati-Cceawniet 
whojLp am attorney in Sevens. This attorney told them that 
ImxUL^L ******** which la equivalent to a Bar 
Asabbtetloe itftho United States* la nos controlled by 
Conmunists in iavgna* C^ T mnA It is bosoming increasingly 
difficult for an anti-Commuaiet attorney to practice. 



ALLE8BD CUBAN PLAN TO mm BKLATI0N3 
vna UNITED $ASHi fORBION POLITICAL 


The informants alto advised that they have had 
personal contact with a number of pellet guards in the net 
government and It ham teen their taper tenet that these 
guard# art anti^datrlsan and yre^ioites it* their attitude 
and opinions. It tat the observation of the informants 
that the Communist Influence i» appearing nape and wore 
in lsportant arena within the new' g tiv e awemt * Bowever* 
the > ec 

anyone In the Centre goveramsat Wing a nil carrying 
member df the Cuban Tammunlst Party. 

Castro* iPNh|f^$ing to the infermamte# will - not' 
tolerate criticism. ' Whim w Prenaa Libre** a dsfoen news- 
paper criticised Centre* Castro eneouraptd a net to attaek 
we newspaper. The iftforaeuwte painted out that me earn 
incubaaares speak openly against Castro or the new 
Cuban gpverwmsnfc for feat that Castro bill erdar hie put 
to tiomk as a c©ynber'*revolyaionary . the Informants said 
t hat Castro i* so ruthless that they doubt any group 
Would ’dare or g an ise a m o vem ent within Cuba te overthrow 
the Castro esvoMtenS. They stated that they anew of no 
organised apposition to Castro either in Cub* or the 
United states* 

It should be noted that the July 26th Movement 
is an organisation led by Fidel Castro which overthr w 
the Cuban government on January 1* lS&p, 

This document contain* mt&tbom recommendations 
nor conoiuei one ef any Mud, St la the property of the 
Federal gateau «f Investigation* and h i loan to your 
agency; it »»d/or ltd contents are n*t to be distributed 
outside your agency. 



f . » v . ; • 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

New York, New York 

In Reply, Please Refer to 

File No. jfey 28 , 1959 

He: Alleged Cuban Plan to Sever 

Relations with United States; 
Foreign Political Matters - Cuba 


With reference to the memorandum dated and 
caption ed aB above , It Is to be noted that contact with 
■■■B andflHBBhas been Insufficient to determine their 
reliability. 


bO. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of any kind. It is the property of the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, and Is a loan to your 
agency; it and/or Its contents are not to be distributed 
outside your agency. 




ENCLOSURE 


SH>a 


OKA-20 (12-3-96) 


AAAAAA 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 



FUNERAL BUREAU (HE INVESTIGATION 
FCHPA 

deleted PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


Page(s) withheld entirely at this location in die file. One or more of die following statements, where indicated, 
explain Ibis deletion. 

Deletions were made p 1 ™”"* to die exemptions indicated below with no segiegable material available for 
release to you. 

SbUmlSS. 

Sss&bJB* 

□ (bXD 

□ (bXTXA) 

□ (dX5) 

□ (b)(2) 

□ <bX7XB) 

□ 0X2) 

O (bX3) 

□ (bXTXQ 

□ (kXD 


□ (b)(7)(D) 

□ 00(2) 


□ (b)(7)(E) 

O 00(3) 


□ (b)(7)(F) 

□ 00(4) 

□ (bX4) 

□ (bX») 

O (kX5) 

□ (bX5) 

□ om 

□ 00(6) 

□ <bX6) 


□ 00(7) 

infamtiw' pertained only to a third party with no reference to die subject of your request or die subject of your 
request is listed in Ac tide only. 


K Documents ori piB te d with modxt Government s^cDcy(ics). These documents woe itfuicd to that ageocy(ics; 
for review and direct response to yon. 

Pages con tain Maaobgoa fanaabBi by another Government agency (ies). You will be advised by the FBI as 
to die releasabihty of this infanmrinr following our consultation with die other agency Oes). 

Page(s) withheld masmuch as a final release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to die 
~ itiyatinn at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as they are duplicative of — 

Page(s) withheld for the following reason(s): — 


X 


The 


is to be used for 

HS-aln -Slav . 


t.- m- 6.0 


X Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 
XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 


XXXXXX 

xxxxxx 

xxxxxx 


FBI/DOJ 




0PCA-20 (12-3-96) 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
FOIPA 

DELETED PAGE INFORMATION SHEET 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


Pagc(*) withheld entirely «1 this location in the file. One or more of die following statements, when indicated, 
explain this deletion. 


W Deletions were made pursuant to the exemptions indicat e d below with no segregaMe m a t e ri a l available for 
X release to you. 



□ (bXl) □ (bX7XA) . □ (dX5) 

□ (b)(2) □ (b)(7)(B) □ 0X2) 

□ (b)(3) y^o>yjy . Q ° Ocxi) 

' □ (bX7XD) □ (kX2) 

□ (b)(7)(E) □ 00(3) 

□ (b)(7)(F) □ (kX4) 

□ (bX4) O (bX8) O (kX5) 

□ (bX5) □ (bX9) □ 00(6) 

• □ (bX6) n 


□ pertained only to a third party with no refe rence to die (object of your request or die subject of your 
request is listed in die tide only. 

□ Doc um ent s orig ina ted with another Go v e rnm ent agency (ies). These d o c um e n ts were referred to that agency(ies) 
for review and direct response to yon. 

Pages contain i«fi«nrfnn famished by another Government agencyOes). You will be advised by die FBI as 

to die refeasability of this "fa™*™ following our consu ltatio n with die other agencyOes). 

Page(s) w ithheld in»«ni«rfc as a find release determination has not been made. You will be advised as to die 
disposition at a later date. 

Pages were not considered for release as tbey are duplicative of _ 

Page(s) withheld for the following ieason(s): 



XXXXXXXXXXXXXXXX 
X . Deleted Page(s) X 
X No Duplication Fee X 
X for this page X 


XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 

XXXXXX 


FBI/DO} 



Jrtra 

have been^rep^f 
for £pfori£tioiy 


VI 

m 


0C-_ *“ 

miL 

p2 IC 


I 


£| _/£ f - - Jl/0 

H* Jtm 9- W5&- 


/c c 


_ — in 
(/ 


i 

~f-» lwC*vt-i t»- “7 


N« Si 2 3 


OJUttt&'l 

c /t/Ai<r#= 3 



i|| p \4^ - ' 

^ '* ** 

c * 5 \? / 

V r ^„ 


/(? 9 / %. ' } $a 








Phmm Btfer to 


. J*nl*U.ii.Ud 
LT;*Jk'lil*JlVIJ i I 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE / 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION - - 

Washington Sa, ttrcL 


v-r* r 

* 


ItJ 19, 1959 


statM 


• (99* 
■ will 


ACTIO TO COM: CA8TB0 still idol of Mbs tost aero 

a pobllc sfafcaoots. Bis two elooost aides, brother " 
MM T O **car* GOTABA, still ashlar pro- C oaa nwl st state- 
1-3). CA9TB0 wavers oa whoa oloetioas to bo hold, now 
aaaoaaeo within six aoaths a SE« for oloetioas. (pp. 3) 
eoatiaoo and habeas corpse saspeaded for aaotbor 99-day 
pie still atteaptia* to flow cooat ry. LABOB oloetioas 
^h for July 26 Bswoaoat. (pp 6). la BBBCATIGB Bavana 
has roopoaod hot private University Yillaaaova still 
Aaericaa foraor rector has loft for 9»S* (pp. 6-7) • 
sof fared defeat whoa 29 strlklag teachers at Balder 


~ * a # \ m * <i 


Also aotiwo la 




sad PIsD CHUII. (pp. 17). 
iiato fetare act eoatoaplatod as 
m, Aray, aad police, (pp* 16) 
grooad to halt after 


->^a 

. t i 




* :» >-V P. 

l •> . 


lum 


'CkosjmE 









wsw\ 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT 


ERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Im Btffy, flew 

FOtNm. 




WASHINGTON 25, D. C. 

1959 


Re: INTELLIGENCE SURVEY - CUBA 


POLITICAL SCENE 


14 S 


& °“ 
F IDEy CASTR O, 


On Nay 8, 1959, " El Maximo M leader of the Revolution, 

made his triumphal return to Cuba after an absence of 



sore than three seeks. The greeting he received on his return to 
Havana reflected that he still' had a strangle hold on the sympathies 
of the people. After a slow procession from the airport to the 

m * 

Plaza of the Republic, CASTRO sade a televised speech to about 
600,000 persons assembled there. He shoved himself to be just as 
verbose as in his previous appearance on the television screen. 

CASTRO told the people of his successful visit to the United States, 
Canada and the South American countries. He claimed no one had any 
reason to be afraid in Cuba, that there vas freedom of the press, 
and the revolutionary government vas neither capitalistic, communistic 
or centrist, but a step ahead of all of then. He called for the 
unity of the people behind the revolution. 

On May 10, 1959, CASTRO again made a television appearance, 
this time putting on a 6-hour shov. He spoke at various functions 
during the veek of May 10 and made a reappearance on television on 
May 14, 1959. 

CASTRO in his statements after his return from his trip 
has appeared to be more calm and tolerant in his renax&s* The bitter 
attacks against "international oligarchy," the iptejinmtiona lx press 


,, ( , . . ENatOSURB'y 

' 6 /- '<-= ■ 




services, and "counter-revolutionaries” have been missing from his 
more recent talks. 


Airing CASTRO' s absence from Cuba his place as Prime 
Minister was taken by AGUSTjJ^BTIHEa^AHCHEZ, Cuban Mi nister of 
Defense . Although little was heard from this individual, the 
Prime Minister's brother, RAUJ^ASTRO, broke into the limelight. 
On April 20, 1959, RAUL CASTRO, who is Chief of the Cu ban Armed 
Forces, in a public speech attacked JOSiy^IGUERES, ex-President 
of Costa Rica; 


b?c 


and the international press. He raked 
up the old claim that the United States had aidedwATISTA and claimed 
that the accusation that there was communist influence in the 
government was being used by enemies of the revolution. He stated 
that if his actions could be termed communistic, he then was a 
communist. He further stated tl/at Cuba was not Guatemala and that 
the first person like CASTILLO^fSMUIAS who attempted a landing on 
Cuban shores would be annihilated. In commenting concerning rumors 
of expeditions being outfitted in Cuba for the invasion of other 
countries, he stated that the revolutionary government had a firm 
policy of non-intervention in the affairs of other countries. 

' * , 

Another one of the Cuban leaders^ heard from ^luring $h'e 
absence of FIDEL CASTRO was ERNESTO ”CHE*4*UEVARA, Ch ie T~~oT" fia vana ' s 


execution chamber. La Cabana Fortress. 



" GUEVARA, who all 


sources report to be very close to RAUL ^CASTRO, also brought in 
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statements concerning Guatemala. He stated ”llr. ( JACOBO))^ARBENZ , 


L'A. 




/ V 


smeared as a communist, made a moderate revolution compared villi OUPST 
he made a distribution of land and agrarian reform less important than 
the one made by the revolution in Cuba. A defamatory campaign was 
first made against him; afterwards an invasion financed vith foreign 
money (referring to CASTILLO ARMAS) . The people of Cuba should be 
alert against a similar revolution from the same origin; they should 


understand that unity is the only successful vay to combat these 
maneuvers." It is to be noted that "CdE" GUEVARA spent some time in 
Guatemala during the time that JACOBO ARBENZ vas President there. 

The JACOBO ARBENZ government vas publicly known to be pro-communist . 
ELECTIONS 




CASTRO in his public statements has made numerous remarks 
as to just vhen the Cuban people might expect elections to be held. 

On first assuming his position as Prime Minister, he mentioned that 
elections would be held within two years. Shortly before going to 
the United States he stated in public speeches that the people should 
not consider elections until the objectives of the revolution had 
been consolidated; namely, employment, literacy for all, land for the 
peasants, hospital and school facilities, etc. On the television 
program, "Meet the Press," in the United States, he was questioned 
sharply concerning the variance in his statements concerning elections. 
On his return to Cuba in a speech on May 8, 1959, he stated that a date 
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for elections would be set within six months and that he would not 
be a candidate for the Presidency. 

EXECUTIONS 

Newspaper accounts reflect that over 600 persons have now 
been executed by the Cuban Revolutionary Government for "war crimes.' 
Two sources, however, who are close to high officials of the Cuban 


Government, have estimated that up to date between 1600 and 2000 

^ 

b7C 

f- protect, and b~l£> 


have been victims of the Cuban firing squad. (Sources are! 



On Nay 5, 1959, the Counselor of Ministers announced that 
the right of habeas corpus would be suspended for another 90 days. 
This would permit the government to continue to carry out s ummar y 
court-martial of civilians and the military. FIDEL CASTRO, however, 
in a public speech on May 8, 1959, stated that the trials woikld now 
taper off as most of the "war criminals” had been liquidated. On 
May 16, 1959, the government announced that civilians, who had not 
been engaged in any atrocities with the police or military would 
henceforth be given a trial in a civil court . 

In connection with the attitude of the people of Cuba 
toward the executions, there is still a definite sense of fear on 
the part of many that accusations might be brought against them for 
having been collaborators with the BATISTA regime. During the past 
month on two occasions airplanes of the Cuban Airlines have been 
highjacked by persons who wanted to flee Cuba. These planes arrived 

, OM f V, -r V ** ' 'te 

at Key West and Miami, Florida, respectively? There has also been 


an increase in the number of individual 





ttempting to flee 
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Cuba by boat. This has increased to such an extent that in the latter 
part of April the Naval Attache in the Embassy advised that the Cuban 
Navy had now set up a definite patrol system between Cuba and the 
Florida coast in order to prevent persons in Cuba from seeking 
sanctuary in the United States. 

The Embassy here has also received word that the asylum 
problem of ezilees in the Embassies of iAtin American countries has 
again become somewhat acute. The original group who sought asylum 
in these Embassies in the first days of January, 1959, hav^| all 
departed, but beginning about the end of March, 1959 , these Embassies 
were again besieged with requests by individuals attempting to secure 
asylum . 

LABOR 

During the absence of FIDEL CASTRO, Cuban labor put on a 
tremendous show on May 1, 1959. A mass parade skillfully organized 
brought forth approximately one million persons in the Central Plaza 
of Havana. A feature of the parade was the marching by the "workers 
militia.* 1 Shortly prior to this manifestation, various leaders of 
the Cuban Government and heads of labor announced that henceforth the 
workers should receive military training. The parade of May 1 
reflected that small groups of both men and women were bearing arms. 

The "maximo" leader of the revolution, FIDEL CASTRO, was 
convenient IF absent from the city at the time of this manifestation. 
Many sources presume that his absence was well planned as they felt 
he did not wish to be present and, tkerefor^\id4nU.fy himself with 
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the demands of the workers. Noticeably absent during this demonstration 
were signs of any anti-American sentiments. Also absent were placards 
and banners indicating that the Partido Socialista Popular (PSP - Cuban 
Communist Party) had control of the proceedings. 

In connection with Cuban labor, the organ of the July 26 
Movement in Havana, namely, the daily newspaper, " Revo luc ion, " in its 
issue of April 7, 1959, carried the text of a telegram sent 



of the CooDMaracion de Tr aba j adores Cubanos 
(CTC — Confederation of Cuban Workers), in which he expressed the 
solidarity of the Cuban "proletariat” with the demands of the Mexican 
Railroad Workers and condemned the police repression of them. It is 
to be noted that the Mexican Railroad Workers' Union is reportedly 
communist dominated and that the Mexican Government had declared 
persona non grata two Soviet diplomatic personnel assigned to the 
Soviet Bnbassy in Mexico City whom the Mexican Government claimed had 
been inciting the Mexican Railroad Workers in their demands against 
the Government . 

During the month of April, 1959, elections were held in 
Cuba among the hundreds of sugar workers unions . In most cases the 
slates of offices were those proposed by the July 26 Movement contesting 
against those supported by the PSP. Press comments reflected that in 
most instances those supported by the July 26 Movement had triumphed. 
EDUCATIONAL SITUATION 

On May 11, 1959, the University of Havana, closed for the 
past two and one-half years, reopened its doors. Prior to its re- 
opening there took place a purge of both facuj ^students which 
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was carried out by committees with equal representatives from the 
faculty and student body. This university, with a student body of 
approximately 17,000, has by no means reinstituted all of its courses. 
The opening to date might be termed merely a "token" one. 

No sooner was the word passed to the students that their 
educational benefits had been reinstituted than bickering broke out 


among the student leaders. 


wc 


The second largest university in Cuba, Villanueva, a* 
private institution conducted by the American Augustinian Fathers 
continues to be closed as it refuses to accept the provisions of 
Law 11. According to this law, no credits will be allowed to any 
student who attended classes while the University of Havana was 
closed and the government will not recognize any degrees granted 


during such time 


Sources 
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close to authorities at Villanueva have advised that FIDEL CASTRO 
himself states that Lav 11 vill be Modified in favor of the students 
at t^at university. (Sources for the above 
and 

C « b r <~ 




- information disseminated to Embassy). 


In regard to the secondary school system, the government 
suffered a severe setback when 29 striking school teachers at the 
largest private secondary school in Cuba, Baldor, resigned their 
positions. These 29 teachers had been publicly backed in th^ir 
demands by FIDEL CAST 
and 



of Education ARMANDC^HAST , „ ^ 


These teachers, a Minority 
of the more than 200 employed by ifhe school, had attempted to incite 
the students in open rebellion against the school authorities and 
had demanded wage increases and other benefits. Both the Ministry 
of Labor and the Ministry of Education publicly backed their demands 
and students from a local public institution attempted to occupy 
Baldor by force. Baldor authorities, however, secured the whole- 
hearted cooperation of the vast majority of the students and parents 
and the 29 teachers capitulated and resigned their positions. 
AGRARIAN REFORM 

The long awaited Agrarian Reform program was signed into 
law on May 17, 1959, in a ceremony which took place high in the 
slopes of the Sierra Maestra mountains in the eastern-nost part of 


Cuba. The law as announced was a distinct, s. 



conservat ives 
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and to the large land owners. It established the National Institute 
of Agrarian Reform (MUtI) with FIDEL CASTRO as president and ANTONIO 
NUNEZ JIMENEZ as executive director. According to the provisions of 
the law, both government owned land and private land in excess of 1,000 
acres will be distributed to landless peasants who will receive a 
minimum of at least 66 2/3 acres of fertile land. These lands may not 
be embargoed nor alienated and will enjoy certain tax exemptions. 
Priority for getting land to be distributed will go to (1) landless 
jpezolut ionary war veterans and their dependents, (2) war crimes victims, 
(3) dependents of persons killed fighting against the Batista tyranny, 
and (4) members of auxiliary corps of the rebel army. 

All land owners whether personal or a corporation owning 
more than 1,000 acres are obligated by the law to present to the 
National Institute of Agrarian Reform within 90 days a sworn statement 
covering vital statistics of property owned. Payments for expropriated 
land will be based on the value of the land as it appears on municipal 
assessments registered prior to October 10, 1958. Land will be paid for 
with &0-year government bonds bearing 4% interest. 

The law also calls for (1) the creation of local land reform 


committees in each municipality, (2) establishment of a broad system 
of farm cooperatives, (3) declaration that the government can claim 
land which (a) is owned by firms whose stockholders are not named, 
(b) where the stockholders are not Cuban citizens, and (c) where the 
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The lav is considered to be most drastic and stocks of 
sugar companies on the Havana stock exchange suffered a sharp drop 
immediately after its promulgation. 

In connection with the Agrarian Reform, for the past four 
months there has been a concerted drive throughout Cuba for industries, 
unions, students, and employees to donate farm equipment machinery to 
the Agrarian Reform. This machinery is seen stockpiled at various 
places. It is the consensus of opinion of persons with a knowledge of 
the agricultural problems in Cuba that 75% of the machinery purchased 
in connection with program will be nothing more than "junk” within a 
3-month period. They point out that a vast number of the machines are 
inadequate for the work to be performed on the hard cement-like clay 
soil prevalent in Cuba and that the disbursement of such equipment to 
the average Cuban peasant will only mean its ruin inasmuch as these 
individuals have little mechanical sense and will not properly care 
for the equipment. 

This office has been informed by two sourced close to the 

0 <j & 


Minister of Agriculture, SORI 



lat he is highly disappointed 


with the Agrarian Reform program believing it to be entirely too radical. 
(Sources are 



of Point IV, U. S. Embassy, and 

< tj 

ccording to these sources, SORIf £<■ 



future . 


MARIN believes that he will be yfclievqA of his position in the near ,b7C 

i/ / ,, i mber P S.P 

Concerning ANTONlduUNEZlilMEHEZ, this indi v idua r was formerly 
a professor at the Univ ersity of l as V illas - in ■ySaaata Clara, is a ' ^ 

— • I 

prominent geographer, and is publicly k&ov%jEgiliiJ||i-Amcrican . 
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He is also a member of the commission which' is to revise Cuba's 
history textbooks. 

ECONOMIC CONDITIONS AND TEMPERAMENT OF THE PEOPLE 

All sources state that the economic conditions continue to 
deteriorate. Due to radical measures being taken by the Cuban Government 
with respect to private property, no one is inclined to invest in any 
capitalistic venture in Cuba at the present time. The value of the peso 
which up to January 1, 1959, was a stable currency, traded dollar for 
dollar with U. S. currency, has decreased markedly on the Cuban black 
market . Dollar checks in Cuba at the present time will bring a premium 
of 12 to 18% on the black market. All Cubans with any dollar reserves 
are attempting by all means possible to get the funds out of Cuba, 
fearing that an actual devaluation will come in the immediate future. 

Although there is vast unemployment, the humble people still 
look to FIDEL CASTRO as their savior. He continues to promise them a 
better life. He has been able to deliver on one promise, namely, 
that of an honest government. 


COMMUNIST INFLUENCE 


The theme for the Partido Socialists Popular (PSP - Cuban 
Communist Party) in Cuba has continued to be "advance the revolution." 
Under this guise of cooperation, coordination and cooperation with the 
July 26 Movement, the Communists have sought to align themselves with 
many of the programs of the CASTRO government, the mpst notable .of 
which has been the Agrarian Land Reform. The communists have also 
called for lower rents, cheaper food, less imports and, in general, 
everything for the people that would obtaia^^ti^ Communists the 
support of the people. 
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, ” the P SP publication in Cuba , has published between 
15,000 to 18,000 copies per day during the past few weeks and promises 
to publish 30,000 copies per day when its shop is completed. CARLOS 


to publish 
ffiR A faeiJrod: 


[RODRIGUE Z , one of the outstanding co mmunis ts in Cuba, was 
recently made the editor of "Hoy" and' has promised a strong drive to 
"make the PSP the decisive pi 1 lew of the revolution^" It is through 
this facade of cooperation with the CASTRO government that the 
communists are seeking to strengthen their position in all phases of 
Cuban life. 

The Communists immediately seized upon the integration 
question when this question was raised by FIDEL CASTRO in several 
public speeches and a committee for orientation in connection with 


b£L 

integration at all levels has been formed by the PSP. (Sources are &7D 



An indication of things to come in Cuba in connection with 
PSP activities can be found in the fact that 



(Sources are 


te.VjiO 
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By the end of March, 1959, it had become apparent that 
the PSP was concentrating on infiltrating the ranks of the revolutionary 
army and it had been reported that the center of the infiltration was 
at La Cabana Fortress where. EHNESTO "CHE” GUEVARA was in command and 
where Captain ANTONIO NUNEZ JIMENEZ is in charge of education of the 
soldiers. Source advised that NUNEZ is a PSP member of long standing . 
During March it had been reported that the PSP had penetrated the 
educational section of the revolutionary arny and was in the process 
of revising completely the instructional nanuals and including 
political-social courses in the curriculun. It was reported that 
nany of the courses being added are communistic. 

Reportedly, CARLOS RAFAEL RODRIGUEZ and JOAQ UIt^ORDOQUI , 
both members of the National Executive Bureau and the National (i ^ J 
Committee of the PSP, are exerting a great deal of influence with 
the army and had been given special privileges and entree to the 
military establishments in Havana. During March it was reported that 
the PSP had in the revolutionary army three majors (highest rank in 
the army), 14 captains, and many others of lesser rank. (Sources 

(f) 

During the first week of April, 1959, information was 
received that a committee had been appointed by the Minister of 
Education to revise the history textbooks being used in Cuban 
schools. Of the nine individuals appointed to the committee, four 
were reported to be either communists or communist sympathizers and 
the ideology of one was not known. Three to be mmt in 

sympathy with the communists. (Source: 
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In the field of labor the communists, smarting under the 
fact that they were "organized out" of the directing body of the 
Confederation of Cuban Workers, went to work at the union level to 
attempt to obtain control of as many local unions as possible. Havana 
newspapers during the past few days have reflected the results of some 
of these elections and it is noted that the communist have been 
decisively beaten in the unions of the sugar industry, the electrical 
industry, the transportation industry, the telephone industry and the 
tobacco industry. This has caused somewhat of a morale problem within 
the PSP in view of the fact that the rank and file members of the PSP 
had been told that in a free election the PSP would make large gains 
in the industrial field, but this has failed to materialize. A number 
of the elections have not as yet been held but the trend at this ipoint 
is that the PSP has failed to obtain substantial backing in labor 
circles. (Sources are 
Embassy) . 

The trip made by FIDEL CASTRO to the United States resulted 
in consternation in high level PSP circles in view of anti-communist 
statements made by CASTRO on this trip. It has been reported, however, 
that the PSP is taking a "wait and see" attitude to determine the 
political climate under which they must live in Cuba. It has been 
reported that the top level PSP officials feel that CASTRO' s 
statements may have been for U. S. public consumption rather than 

ba_ 


sources . ) 


a flat statement of policy. (Sources are 



and public 
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While the exact numerical strength of the PSP in Cuba is 
not known, it was estimated in the Fall of 1958 that there were approxi- 
jf mately 12,000 members of the PSP. Information has been received that 
since January 1, 1959, 3579 new members have been recruited into the 
communist effort in Cuba, of which 2184 have been recruited into the 


Party itself while the remaining 1395 have been recruited in the 


Socialist Youth Movement. (Sources are 
made by the American Ambassador.) 


and an estimate 


&7C> 


Information has been received to the effect that on April 24, 
1959, the Boyal Dutch Airlines was officially advised by the Russian 
Government that five prepaid passages were avilable for Cubans to 
proceed from Havana to Moscow to arrive in Moscow prior to the May Day 

parade. a well known Cuban communist, was one of the W/C 

- c VM ' 

individuals included in the group for whom passage was paid. 



ils incli 


advised the same . ) 


w 


The newspapers in Havana during the first week of May, 1959, 
reported the arrival in Havana of two Soviet labor leader delegates to 
the May Day festivities in Havana. It was reported, however, that due 
to visa and passage problems, they did not arrive in Havana until on 
or about May 4, 1959. 

On April 20, 1959, a PSP rally in Guantanamo City, Cuba, was 
broken up by a mob of rioting students. The rioters attacked 


The mob shouted ’’Cuba without communism” and "Go back to Russia." It 
is significant that this ant i -communist demonstration was not reported 
by the July 26 presfc* W\ 
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It has been Interesting to observe the approach of Havana 
newspapers to the communist situation in Cuba. It has been noted that 
"Prensa Libre” and Diario de la Marina” have continued carrying articles 
and statements of an ant i -communist nature while other newspapers 
have been noticeably avoiding articles of an anti -communist nature. 


b7C 


” Revo luc ion” /of May 8, 1959, the official organ of the July 26 Movement, 


blasted 



for an article written 

0 ± 


by him which appeared in "Hoy" the previous day. The blast in 
"Revolucion" claimed that the communists were trying to cause 
dissension in the July 26 Movement and that they had entered into a 
pact with BATISTA several years previously. "Hoy" answered with an 
article subsequently and the fend over this item and other similar 
differences of opinion have continued. This indicates a widening 
breach between the communists and the July 26 Movement. 


CRIMINAL ACTIVITIES 


GAMBLING 


The gambling casinos in Cuba continue to be plagued by 
lack of business . Sources indicate that > all casinos are losing money 

i 

at the present time. The^ Havana-Rivieri Hotel and casino, a combined 

M rU r •£ ;t j 

operation in which MEYEKI LANSKY "has a major interest is, for example, 
reported to be losing $120,000 a month/. The Sans Souci casino, 
formerly operated by SANToj^RAFFICANTE (Miami To p Hoodlum ) has closed 
because of financial problems. Two other casinos, the Plaza and St. 
Johns, have remained closed in order to keep financial losses at a 
minimum . 

■V A/n 




- 16 - 


Be: INTELLIGENCE SURVEY - Cuba 


5/19/59 


The recent arrest an^inpen^ng deportation of 
(Miami Top Hoodlum) and DIHOjcELLINI , FBI #2898122, botTroT~ shorn are 


connected with the Havana-Riviera casino has caused a great deal of 
consternation in gambling circles. SANTO TRAFFICAHTE has gone into 
hiding and is reported to have offered to turn himself in to Itorio L 7 C 
Fe rnand ez, 'Cuban Att orney General , provided Fernandez promises not , , 
to deport him to the United States. In adlition, 


HBHHHHRRIHHV Top Hoodlum) . as well as ^£££jj| 

Canadian narcotics trafficker, have been arrested by Cuban 


police. 


'6 AO rt A 


0«bf\ 


TOP HOODLUMS 


With the exception of 


and SANTO TBAFFICANTE 


, fc>7C 


all other top hoodlums in the Havana area have returned to the 
United States. Sources have indicated that the dubious future of 
gambling in Cuba, coupled with the expressed intention of the Cuban 
Government to rid the country of the hoodlum element, caused these 
hoodlums to depart . 

POLICE TIE-UPS WITH ORGANIZED CRIME 

To date, no information has been received indicating any 
police tie-ups with organized criminal activity. 

POLICE EFFICIENCY 

While there has been some general improvement in certain 
police agencies in Cuba, in the main the police continue to be lacking 
in effectiveness. Only the Secret Police, an agency of the Ministry 
of Government, and the Department of Investigation of the Cuban f, 
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Revolutionary Police have retained sufficient trained sen to form a 
base upon which to build. A source has indicated that it is doubtful 
whether the police could control sob violence if it should break out 
on a fairly large scale. Recently during the carnival celebration, 
the police shot 13 individuals while trying to quiet a group fight 
and was finally forced to call upon reinforcements from the Revolutionary 
Army camps at Libertad and La Cabana before order could be restored. 
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COUNTER-REVOLUTIONARY GROUPS 

Although there is widespread 'fiisdpntent with the policies 
of FIDEL CASTRO among upper and middle classes and among the pro- 
fessional people, there is at present no organized opposition to the 
present government. Sources advise that inasmuch as CASTRO still 
has the mobs believing in his doctrines that it would be foolhardy 
to attempt at present any counter-revolutionary golpe. The army and 
police forces of BATISTA have been thoroughly eliminated and although 
the present groups are not well trained, CASTRO can rely on their 
almost complete cooperation. The leaders of the Air Force and Navy 
are reported to be not in complete accord with CASTRO’ s policies, but 
these organizations do not have the manpower or the training to 
spearhead a successful counter-revolution. 

Sources do not believe that a successful golpe could be 

engineered by an invasion force from foreign shores as they would 

have no populkr backing on their arrival here. Should persons, such 

C b7C 

leacfsuch an expedition, it would be particularly 

disastrous as he is considered by the people to be the epitome of the 

Cuban ’^gangster” type of politician. 

With the gradual worsening of the economic situation, the 
chances are that CASTRO will lose some of his "mob" appeal. Hunger 
may be the weapon which will topple CASTRO from his throne of dreams. 
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It has been reported that a source close to FIDEL CASTBO 
stated on Kay 7, 1959, that CASTRO’ s embarrassment over the Panamanian 
affair and the fear of solidifying the Organization of American States 
against Cuba had resulted in the abandonment of the Government -sponsored 
invasion plans against other dictators utilizing 3,000 Cuban Marines 
which have been trained since the middle of January, 1959, for this 



in recent weeks when they attempted to leave Cuba. for Nicaragua. 


has been noted, however, that 



is anti -communist and the 


V>X 



that the arrests were for the purpose of giving an 
to a second major group which is 

which is anti-United States and communist influe: 

‘ -is ; ' ■ tA 



stated in March, 1959, t 


in Havana, reportedly 


Haiti was not imminent 


WC 


and that he believed the Cuban GovernnentwiMijj5fe interested 
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action against Nicaragua than 4 


ifti at that timeO 


On May 15, 1959, Havana newspapers carried a front page 
notice by the Chief of the Cuban Police that anyone engaging in or 
contributing in any manner to any expedition against another country 
will be summarily severely punished under revolutionary lhw. 

It has been reported that the source close to FIDEL CASTRO, 
refereed to above, stated on May 12, 1959, that CASTRO has a hazy dream 
of liberating the Latin American people from dictators and eventually 
uniting Latin countries possibly into one country. He further stated, 
according to this source, that on May 9, 1959, CASTRO met with a group 
of Haitians and on May 10, 1959, with a group composed of Guatemalans, 

.Nicaraguans, and two Costa Ricans, both meetings were reportedly for 

f 

the purpose of discussing help in invasions to be given to the groups 
by CASTRO. The meetings reportedly ended with no agreement, reached 


but with CASTRO’ s assurance of help 


CASTRO 


e source re 


ed that 




While it appears that CASTRO has been embarrassed by the 
Panamanian affair and has at least temporarily been forced to withhold 


any open support for invasi 


is entirely possible he still 


r Latin American countries, it 


ch ideas in mind as were so openly 


expressed by him immediately after the successful Cuban revolution. 
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He advised that p told him of two rumors 

which aro widespread In Cuba at tbs present tlne« One is that 
tbe CASTS© goveranent recently obtained from a Bosslan submarine 
nine million dollars In Bblted States currency and a large 
quantity of small anus mad® In the Belted States • Ihe second 
rumor Is that an attack Is going to be made on tbe Suited States 
Kaval Installation at Guantanamo Bay, Guantanamo, Orimnte, Cuba* 
HO could furnish no further Information concerning these rumers* 


the time he was In 


many persons who are known Communists are talking 
dally on Havana radio stations and articles by them are appearing 
In Havana newspapers* He stated he learned while In Havana that 
S3 of the 2 6 Slndlcates (labor unions) are dominated by persons 
known to be Communists* 


He stated It is common knowledge In Havana that the 
present government is censoring all mall entering and leaving 
Cuba and that the government has tapped the telephones ef many 
people* Ha sta ted I t Is also common knowledge that an Individual 
known as "Che" GUEVAIA, a citizen ef Argentina, Is engaged In 
the Indoctrination of political prisoners la a prison known as 
the Portelasa de la Cabana In Havana, and that he gives Communist 
Instruction there on a dally basis* 

advised that It Is his opinion, base^oj^ais 
mm ob sorvatlonsand on Information furnished to him by|flpHB ' 
WKKKk that the current Cuban government may be contemplating a 
break In relations with the Halted States* 
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FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 


On May 19 $ 19 , . 

furnished reliable information 'IrC'ZMP 1 * who has 
Ernesto Guevara, Raul Cast ro and labor leadbts**«d that 
at the urging of and with the support of the Cuban 
Communist Party began arming the workers 9 militia. This 
was evident in the May Day parades however, Fidel Castro 
upon his return to Cuba reportedly publicly denounced such 
action claiming there was no need for it. 


Another informant who has furnished reliable c ~ 
information in the past advised on May 21, 1959 » that ~r\ 1 
the communists were reportedly defeated in the country- ' rr. 
wide balloting of railroad unions and the informant did CD ^ 
not hear of any communists being elected. Reportedly, the ■ 
Cuban Communist Party was being badly defeated at the ” 

union polls throughout industry although a few were elected g 
who ran on the July 26 Movement ticket instead of openly x 
as communists. 
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o 

w 
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" Revolucion ," the organ of the July 26 Movement 
reportedly carr ied several articles during t he past two 
weeks claiming 

divisionary taczic^na^beer^tseaand that the oqmmuni sts 
ha E collaborated with Batista, r V 



A source who has furnished reliable information 
in the past on May 22, 1959 » advised that there off, f) 

approximately six known communists holding tmpbrtmm^c c 
positions in the Ministry of Justice, The ssurcgi * Ijf 
not identify these alleged communists. This- soihrcM also 
advised that Ernesto Guevara is being sent %o the 
United Arab Republic an d uf fp^ia as a representative of 
the Cuban Government , The d4uroe*bk%iiped that this is 
a plan on Castro 9 a part to place Guevara in a position 
where he cannot control or, interfere with Government 
policies as Guevqnra did intihe past , 1 In addition, the 

1^^64-200-210 (CP, Cuba ) 

1 — 109-584 (Anti-Fidel Castro Activities ) 
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FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 


from Batabano, Cuba, had marched through the tom to 
board the vessel and * certainly Government must have 
knom about it .* 

Fidel Castro reportedly reiterated publicly 
on May 21, 1959 $ that Cuba would not permit any 
revolutionary expeditions to depart from its shores • 


JeUkbUsa 

A source who has furnished reliable information 
in the past on May 21 , 1959 $ advised that Carlos Prio 
Socarras, a former president of Cuba, plans to leave 
Cuba in the near future for a three months 9 trip to 
France, Spain and Vest Germany* Prio reportedly told 
the source that he desired to leave Cuba until * things 
cool off • * 


anti *Batieta organisation, in a 
puouc statement on May 19$ 1959$ reportedly stated 
that hie organisation intended to form a political 
party • The source who furnished the data in the 
preceding paragraph advised that no organised 
counterrevolutionary group had been formed as yet . 

He has been informed by sugar magnates that if no 
relief is forthcoming from the agrarian reform 
program, the sugar magnates will subsidize a counter* 
revolutionary movement to protect their investments • 

Another informant uho has furnished reliable 
information tn the past advised on May 21 , 1959$ that 
the rich, middle and lower middle classes have engaged 
in a campaign of purchasing only basic necessities in 
order to hasten economic chaos and bring about Castro's 
deposal • This informant further advised that Raul 
Castro has replaced the leaders of the Second National 
Front of Escambray$ an anti-Batista organisation, with 
his own followers • This action reportedly enraged 
both the leade r • end the followers, of this arox 
is noted that 

Some leaders of the group 
claim tney will take violent countermeasures 
and have the arms and the followers to accomplish this • 


b?C 
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FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 


Several sources have reported that there is 
no organised counterrevolutionary group in Cuba at 
the present tine* These sources reported that if 
economic conditions worsen and Castro loses his grip 
on the lower classes, there are many groups which 
would be willing to engage in a counterrevolution* 

These groups would include former army personnel, former 
police personnel, associates of those who have been 
imprisoned or executed, those who have suffered 
economic loss because of Castro 9 s programs and those 
uho fought against Batista and have received no 
recognition from the Castro movement* 
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FROM LEGAT, HAVANA 
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/ 2r FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA. REBUCAB MAY 19 LAST AND 

INTELLIGENC E SURVEY - CUBA MAY 21 LAST. NUMBER ONfr COMMUNIST // 

Sag Influence, ■■■■advised may 19 that Ernestine vara, raul iL 
^Sfi^AND labor leaders at urging and WITH SUPPORT DF PiRTIDO p 
S S?f SOCPALISTA POPULAR (PSP) BEGAN ARMING WORKERS MILITIA WHICH / 
15 . WAS EVIDENT IN MAY DAY PARADE BUT FIDEL CASTRO UPON RETURN b£~ 
iSi llpUBLfeL Y DENOUNCED SUCH- ACTION CLAIMING NO NEED FOR SAME. 
IsSiVPHl ADVISED MAY 21 COMMUNISTS LOST OUT IN BALLOTING IN 

I COUNTRYWIDE RAILROAD UNIONS AND HE HEARD OF NONE ELECTED; STATE 
PSP TAKING TERRIFIC BEATING AT UNION POLLS THROUGHOUT INDUSTRY 


ALTHOUGH FEW ELECTED WHO RAN ON JULY 26 MOVEMENT, TICKET IN- 
STEAD OF OPENLY AS COMMUNISTS. QMi$E'' REVOLUC I ON 'UNQMOTE ORGAN 


-k>7C 


OF JULY 26 MOVEMENT HAD SEVERAL ARTICLES PAST 710 WEEKS ATTACK- u '^ 

CLAIMING DIVISIONA RY TACTICS b7 J) 
I AND THAT COMMUNISTS HAD COLLABORATED WITH BATISTA. 


MATEBir SIX 
^F JUSTICE. 
MUNISJS ARE 



SO*®!; 


tNVE^JlGATIONS CHIEF, 


■■advisedthis DATE THERE ARE APPROX I - 
NISTS WITH IMPORTANT POSITIONS IN MINISTRY 
FORMER COMMUNIST . ADVISED MAY li&Mr 
ASSY TRIED TO SAVE JOSE CASTANO QU/YEDO, 
BUREAU FOR REPRESSION COMMUNIST ACTIVITIES, 




g£C- 91/0 9 ~ 




-j~j • 9 

V t~* A/ 


25 JUfTl 1959 


r,0' ( V kY 


If the intelligence contained in the above message is Jo be disseminated outside tne aureau^itis suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau 9 s cryptographic systems • 
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FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA. FOLLOWING IS PART FOUR OF 
HAVANA CABLE 720.' PART NUMBER 4 SOURCES MENTIONED ABOVE. OF 
SOURCES MENTIONED ABOVE FOLLOWING FURNISHED RELIABLE I NFC 


fING FURNISHED INSUF- 


* v - FI Cl ENT INFO TO JUDGE RELIABILITY: 

AND 
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5-22-59 


JAMES T. HAVER7Y 
5:46 PM ECO 




ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 



If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau , it is suggested that it be suitt 
paraphrased in order to protect the Btfreau*s cryptographic systems • 
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FROM LEGAT, HAVANA 


NO 722 


FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA* FOLLOWING IS PART THREE OF 

HAVANA CABLE NUMBER 720. NUMBER 5. AN TI CASTRO OPPOSITION. 

' IN ADVISED MAY 

1 THAT CARL0S*PR I 0V30CARRAS PLANS DEPART CUBA NEAR FUTURE FOR THREE 
MONTHS TRIP 'TO ’FRANCE^ SPAIN AND WEST GERMANY. PR 10 TOLD SOURCE 
l HE DESTRED TO LEAVE CUBA UNTIL QUOTE' THINGS COOL OFF f UNQUOTE 
FAURj^HOMON, LEADER DIRECTOR 10 REVOLUCIONARIO, IN PUBLIC STATE- 
MENT M AY T9 ST ATED HIS ORGANIZATION INTENDED TO FORM POLITICAL 
PARTY .4HB ADVISED NO ORGANIZED COUNTER REVOLUTIONARY GROUP 
FORMED HERE YET BUT HAS BEEN INFORMED BY SUGAR MAGNATES IF NO 
RELIEF FROM EFFECTS OF AGRARIAN REFORM PROGRAM WILL SUBSIDIZE 
. | COUNTER RE VOLUTIONARY MOVEMEN T IN ORDER TO PROTECT INVESTMENTS. 

1 FORMER PC I flHHHHHP I NFORMED YESTERDAY THAT RICH, MID- 


DLE, AND LOWER MIDDLE CLASSES HAVE ENGAGED IN CAMPAIGN OF BUYING 


ONLY BASIC NECESSITIES IN ORDER TO HASTEN ECONOMIC CHAOS AND 


DEPOSE CASTRO. SAME SOURCE STATES RAUldffiASJRO HAS SUPPLANTED 


LEADERS OF SECOND NATIONAL FRONT OF ESCAMBRAY WITH HIS OWN 
FOLLOWERS. THIS ACTION ENRAGED BOTH LEADERS AND FOLLOWERS OF 


AND 


HIS GROUP CLAIM 
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If ike intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau , it is suggested that ir&e suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau 9 s cryptographic systems . 7 
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26 MOVEMENT, ALL ADVISE NO ORGANIZED 
il COUNTER REVOLUTIONARY GROUPS AT PRESENT. ALL SOURCES STATE IF 
I ECONOMIC CONDITIONS WORSEN AND CASTRO LOSES HOLD ON LOWER CLASSES, 
j \ THERE ARE MANY GROUPS WHICH WOULD BE WILLING TO ENGAGE IN COUNTER 
REVOLUTION. THESE WOULD INCLUDE EX-ARMY AND POLICE PERSONNEL, 


bic 

blO 


. | ASSOCIATES OF THOSE EXECUTED OR IMPRISONED, THOSE WHO HAVE SUFFER- 
ED ECONOMIC LOSS BECAUSE OF CASTRO'S PROGRAM AND THOSE WHO FOUGHT 
j BATISTA AND RECEIVED NO RECOGNITION FROM CASTRO MOVEMENT. 


JAMES T. HAVERTY 


RECEIVED: 5-22-59 5:20 PM ECD 


If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau , it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in order to protect the Bureau*s cryptographic systems, ' 
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FOREIGN POL I T I CAL^ MATTERS-CUBA* .. FOLLOWING IS PART NUMBER 
OF HA VAN A CABLE NUMB ER 720. NUMBER TWO REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITY. 
RECENT DEVELOPMENTS CUBAN INVOLVEMENT LATIN AMERICAN REVOLUTIONARY 
ACTIVITY OUTLINED OUR CABLES MAY 18 CAPTIONED NICARAGUAN REVOLU- 
TIONARY ACTIVITIES, I S— N I CARAGUA ; AND MAY 13 CAPTIONED FOREIGN 
POLITICAL MATTERS-CUBA. ANTI-FIDEL CASTRO ACTIVITIES, IS-CUBA. 

ON MAY 19 VERIFIED FACT^FFIC E OF BA YO IN CA PITOL CLOSED. 

ADVISED APRIL 30 

rHERT^PPEARED TO BE NO POSSIBILITY OF DOMINICA N INVASION FROM yi 
{CUBA DUE TO NEW ATTITUDE OF CASTRO GOVERNMENT. 

_ONG TIME RESIDENT OF CUBA, ADVISED MAY 21 SOURCES HAD Al 
HIM THE PANAMANIAN EXPEDlTIONARI ES WHO SAILED FROM BATABANO, 

CUBA, HAD MARCHED THROUGH TOWN TO BOARD THE SHIP AND 
i CERTAINLY GOVERNMENT MUST HAVE KNOWN ABOUT IT, UNQUOTE. FIDEL 
CASTRO REITERATED IN PUBLIC APPEARANCE MAY 21 THAT CUBA WOULD 
NOT PERMIT ANY REVOLUTIONARY EXPEDITIONS TO DEPART FROM CUBA. 

NUMBER THREE FOLLOWS AS CABLE 722. 
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S'. APEP I NARAN JO. GOVERNMENT; PEOROAtRET, A GRICULTUR E; SERAFHI 
!h T Ainrri^SRATE, HEALTH; RAQUEtiU’EREZ 06011 RET, S OCIAL WELFAR E. 
lAfli-EMENS ORGANIZATION VIOLENTLY ATTACKED AGRARIAN R EFORM LAW 
IND STATE WILL FIGHT TO DEATH TO PROTECT ITS RIGUB. iBBP 
"■■■BkEJUHHEIU»_PARTY, ALSO ATTAC6D3 LAJK AND TN 

TACK ON CASTRO POLICIES CALLED FOR GOVEQMEISTD SET 

TATE FOR ELECTIONS. POPULARITY OF CASTRO DECLI nFNG W SEVERAL 
|S0URCES STATE COUNTER REVOLUTIONARY GROUPS BEGINNING *) FORM. 

I ATTACKS AGAINST COIWUN I STS BY JULY 26 LEADERS HAVE STBPPEO. 
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FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTER-CUBA. IN CABINET SHAKEU1 FOLLOWING 
Named AS MINISTERS TO POSTS INDICATED: RAUL ROA, STATE; JOSE 
(PEPIN) NARANJO, GOVERNMENT; PEDRO Ml RET, AGRICULTURE; SEKAFIN 
RUIZ DE ZARATE, HEALTH; RAQUEL PEREZ OEMIRET, SOCIAL WELFARE. 
CATTLEMENS ORGANIZATION VIOLENTLY ATTACKED AGRARIAN REFORML AW 




HT Tu DEATH Tl PROTECT ITS RlHNTS^HH^ 
OF AUTHENICO PARTY. ALSO AHA^EDSAW AND IN 
STRONG ATTACK ON CASTRO POLICIES CALLED FOR GOV&?NM#T TO SET 
DATE FDR ELECTIONS. POPULARITY OF CASTRO DECLINING viD SEVERAL 
8 #JRC£sl STATE COUNTER REVOLUTIONARY GROUP S HER 1^1 b|(STO FORM. 
Afr ACfcS AGA I NST COMMUNISTS BY JULY 26 LEA^sll&E ^SOPPED . 1 
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Reference EMBTEL 1474 
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2:16 p.m. 


RECr'to 





Same source reported last night arrests and secret imprisonment 
ARMY militar y personnel have not materialized. Claimed lack know- 
j^yy ledge whether plan postponed or abandoned. No confirmation any 
such move from other sources. 
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TO: Director, FBI (109-12-210) 

FBCN: SAC, Mine! (105-1747) 


FOUIGH 


- COB 


SECURITY - 


. - 

Be Mew York tel 6/5/59 concerning visit of 
fresi Hew York City to Cube Hied. 




'rZn\ 

> , i - ^ 

Li 


\ 


Mieni, end SA 
with her nt 




uir v it 


i a < 


US** 


M 


- Hew York (109-112) (AH-BM) 
4 - Mien! (105-1747) 




I i 6 *r 

If’ ift. 


■**&’! y, 

r ® ‘Si 

4t vH 

■.ax. 


JUN 23 S 19S9 


Agent in Charge 
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Date: 
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Via 


(Type in plain text or code) 


( Priority or Method of Mailing) 
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MM 105-1747 


said that dp^MStawd a soanbat 
hostile and domineering attituda^sfeating he was^ 

spokesman for MASFKXRKR. flHHHBk evaluated 

as beiiu^ pompous individual with little sense* She 
said^HjB asked her If she eould supply guns to MASFKRKKR. 


mm mmwmmt* m mm 



At Beach residence there mere about 15 

people, she and fl|H being the only Americans present, 
the rest mere Cubans, including several women* MASFRKRKR 
talked to her ebout the necessity of there being a co- 
ordinator to toerk between the various anti-CASTRO groups 
and factions an^^^u^red as to whether or not she mould 
be interested* ®k® expressed Interest 

but aade no commitments* 

. boring the course of their conversation MASFIRBiR 

"“Id her he mould not make any overt moves of a revolution^ 
nature from the U*S* and that he mould do nothing to 
the eq uil ibrium of the Ca ribbean * He disclosed that 

Of thaAutentico Forty 
i bad been to see him twice and flHHI is trying to 
ionise a new party known as the Christian Democrats. 

MAgfXKRKR referred to the seisure of an airplane 
U.S. Customs a short time previously in iriiich Dominicans 
\ involved as well as Cubans* MASFRKRKR said that this 
>ted by a former Minister of Stater under 
mas of the opinion that RAMFlfjfgUJXLLO, 

RcEahlic^^' 




deal 1 * with the Dominican Consul General in 
not believe Generalissimo TRUJILLO possessed 
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MM 105-1747 


prior knowledge about it* MASFERRER also claimed he had 
nothing to do with the suit ter, that he has not spent any 
money on propaganda, arms or anything else in the U*S* 
although his men are active in Cuba* He said he is in 
the U*S* fishing for information* 


by MASFERRsl 


The plane seisure referred to above 
is undoubtedly seisure of a C-74 plane on 5/22/59 by 0*8* 
Customs, Miami as it was being loaded with some gun s 
destined for the A - ong tho se ainrercee 

who also ) 

allegedly it belted to bribe U*8* Customs Agents to allow 
the plane to depart the u*8* 

For the information of the Buaed& 'and Hew York, 
Miami has received information from 2 separate sources 
within the past few days reflecting that MASFERRER and 
ii^.his group are now held in extreme disfavor by other anti- 
groupsandfactions because MASFERRER attempted 
to induce vHHPfflHfll to sell a $50,000* plane so 
, that they could pocket the proceeds* This plane, a LODE- 

q cgsi^a^ha^allegedly been purchased for the sue of $50,000* 
by with money received by MASFERRE R from Cu ban 

revolutionists in the Dominican Republic* refused 

to go along with HASFERRE&s proposal* 

Also information has been received reflex 

that the airplane which has been recently used b] 

in dropping leaflets and copies of "TRIBUHA", and anti- 
communist and antl-CASTRO publications over Cuba was also 
purchased with money furn ished bv M ASFERRER and received 
from the same source* 
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Special Agent in Charge 
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Mr. W.C. Sullivan 
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TO: 

FROM* 

SUBJECT* 


DIRECTOR, FBI (109-12-210) 
SAC, CINCINNATI (109-2) 



ALIEGEDfltSJRAN PLAN TO SEVEH. ^ 

states 

FPM - CUBA " 


>- . ✓ // - 

Re New Orleans airtel to Bureau, 5/22/59* 


V 




^UACB , > i 

will not be interviewed by the Cincinnal 
Office since she has no firsthand information in this 
matter and the persons from whom she obtained her 
information are being interviewed. 


loTC 


No further action is being taken in this matter 
by the Cincinnati Office. 
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TO 


DIRECTOR, FBI (109-f 12-210) 



FROM : SAC, NEW YORK (109-112) 

SUBJECT: ■ FOREIGN POLITICAL MATTERS - CUBA 
IS-CUBA ' * 


mm* 

OTTof the Bureau P 





Enclosed herewith for the lnformati 
are 13 copies of a letterhead memo ran 
information recently received from 
Hotel Bretton Hall, NYC*. 

advised thatln conversation with 
requested^HHBp to contact SA 
or the NYO to determine whether or not he would he 
permitted to re-enter the United States legally aa a result 
of his arrest by the Border Patrol, Miami, Florida, during lat 
part of 1957. also requested the return of two letters 

which were on hlsperson among other papers at the time of his 
arrest an d which weremaintained by the Border Patrol, Miami, 
FlorldatWBBBI told IHHithat thes e lette rs, contents unknown 
to4PHfcffar^no8t Important to him. also seated that 

If the FBI could have these papers returned to him he would be 
ever grateful . 

The Bureau Is requested to 

f attempting through Border Patro^, Miami, Hbrida, to 
return the *»quested letters toflB^^^Itisppinted out that 
was Interviewed by SA HHHHHWV on 4/24/59 
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(l - 109-46) (CUBAN REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIES)" 
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(1 - 109-81) (JULY 26 MOVEMENT) 

F JO * B^rafw*?lli!p ^ ( CARIBBEAN REVOLUTIONARY ACTIVITIE^ 
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